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DISCLAIMER 

While every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained within this report is complete, accurate and up to date, Tredwell Management Services make no warranty, 
representation or undertaking whether expressed or implied, nor do they assume any legal liability, whether direct or indirect, or responsibility for any errors or omissions. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Strategy Format 

In preparing the Murray Bridge Sport, Recreation and Open 
Space Strategy (MBSROSS) four separate volumes have been 
compiled.  They are: 

1. Volume I:  Introduction & Project Overview 

2. Volume II:  Sport & Recreation Strategy 

3. Volume III:  Open Space Strategy 

4. Volume IV: Literature Review, Consultation Findings & 

Evidence Base 

It is recommended that all four volumes are read in conjunction 
with each other.  Volume IV provides background information 
relating to the Literature Review and compiles the key findings 
from the extensive consultation process and evidence base. 

2. Open Space Issues & Principles 

2.1 Future directions for Open Space 

In developing the Open Space Strategy for the Rural City of 
Murray Bridge, particular attention has to be given to; 

• The review of existing Public Open Spaces 

• Emerging trends in the use (and design) of public spaces 

• Climate change and sustainability (alignment with the 
draft Integrated Water Management Strategy) 

• Environmental health and biodiversity (alignment with the 
Environmental Sustainability Management Plan) 

• Social capital, health and wellbeing (with emphasis on the 
provision of walkable neighbourhoods ie. Improved 
pedestrian and bicycle connectivity through all townships)  

• Demographic shifts and changing lifestyles (needs of 
growing migrant population and changing industry 
practices) 

• The availability and affordability of public open space. 

2.2 Key Principles for Action 

Significant positive change in the quality of the Rural City of 
Murray Bridge’s public realm can be achieved by taking 
advantageous action on five key principles; 

1.1.1. Strategic Directions 
The Open Space Strategy will provide a strategic basis for the 
planning of, and decision making on, the design and 
management of Council’s open space assets. The strategy: 
 - should be incorporated as a reference document in the 
planning scheme 
 - Will provide strategic consideration in Council decision 
making  
 - Will provide a practical guide for the planning of a capital 
works program to develop open spaces within the region. 

1.1.2. Community Links 
Pedestrian, bicycle and shared pathway links particularly within 
the township of Murray Bridge must be improved to allow for 
better connectivity between Residential areas (including the 
new Gifford Hill Development area), Workplaces (including 
planned future commercial precincts), Open Spaces, and the 
Town Centre. Such links will provide cost effective and healthy 
transport alternatives to vehicular travel, while at the same time 
encouraging walking and recreational activities for residents of 
all ages. 

The City has a number of opportunities for improving linkages 
including streetscape greening, installation of durable and 
continuous pavement surfaces and pedestrian friendly 
crossings to major infrastructure elements such as major roads 
and the South Eastern Freeway.  

Instrumental in achieving these links is fruitful negotiations with 
State Government agencies and landowners (in those areas 
where Council does not presently have jurisdiction over the 
space) and through a strategic staging plan that targets the 
highest benefit for the maximum number of local residents.  

1.1.3. Targeted Open Space Upgrades 
The equitable distribution of Public Open Space both in quality 
and quantity is an important aim of the open space strategy. 
To that end, the Open Space Strategy will identify areas where 
the quality of open spaces could be significantly improved.  
 

For example, numerous reports have highlighted Sturt Reserve 
in Murray Bridge as a significant open space asset having the 
opportunity to deliver multiple benefits including tourism, 
recreation, and economic activation and as a key linkage in a 
wider network of environmental open spaces along the Murray 
River. In addition, the area to the south of Burdekin Avenue and 
Finch Road include a large proportion of open spaces, most of 
which are largely undeveloped. In order to provide equity of 
access to high quality open spaces, consideration should be 
given to the identification of key reserves within this area as well 
as Sturt Reserve for high priority upgrades. 

1.1.4. Sustainability 
The Open Space strategy will recommend strategies and 
actions that can be undertaken to improve the ecological 
sustainability of the City’s reserves and thus the health and 
wellbeing of its residents. 

The term ‘sustainability’ is often over used but poorly defined. In 
this context, ‘sustainability’ is defined as the planning, design 
and maintenance of public spaces in ways that minimise the 
long term detrimental effects on the environment.  

The supply of sustainable sources of water for irrigation of 
reserves is fundamental to the successful implementation of this 
strategy. Any Regional, District or Local level reserve should be 
provided with at least some degree of irrigation supply in order 
to promote the active use of open space. 

The open space strategy will provide meaningful proposals for 
the upgrade of Council’s reserves that encourage the active 
use of, and socialising in, public space to improve resident’s 
health and wellbeing. 

1.1.5. Acquisition and Disposal Strategy  
Increased residential growth in some parts of the Rural City of 
Murray Bridge is being driven by State Government policy (30 
year plan) and by the city’s affordability and proximity to an 
attractive natural environment. In this regard, it is important that 
the provision of quality open space assets across the city is 
ensured. 

The Open Space Strategy will provide recommendations to the 
appropriate acquisition or disposal of open space based on 
equitable access relative to population growth and balanced 
with Council’s operational ability to maintain open space 
assets.   
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1.1.6. Open Space Provision within New Developments 

Under section 50 of the Development Act in set circumstances 
(an example extract is provided below) land developers are 
required to provide a certain level of provision of open space 
or a monetary contribution. 

“(1) Where an application under this Part provides for the 

division of land into more than 20 allotments, and one or 

more allotments is less than one hectare in area— 

(a) the council in whose area the land is situated; or 

 

(b) if the land is not situated within the area of a 

council—the Development Assessment Commission 

may require— 

(c) that up to 12.5 per cent in area of the relevant area 

be vested in the council or the Crown (as the case 

requires) to be held as open space; or 

(d) that the applicant make the contribution prescribed 

by the regulations in accordance with the requirements 

of this section; or 

 

(e) that land be vested in the council or the Crown 

under paragraph (c) and that the applicant make a 

contribution determined in accordance with subsection 

(7), according to the determination and specification of 

the council or the Development Assessment Commission 
and, in so acting, the council or the Development 

Assessment Commission must have regard to any 

relevant provision of the Development Plan that 

designates any land as open space and, in the case of 

a council, must not take any action that is at variance 

with that Development Plan without the concurrence of 

the Development Assessment Commission...” 

 
It is highly recommended that the directions and actions 
provided in this Open Space Strategy are adhered to when 
determining the type and functionality of open space in new 
developments.  It is important that the land provided is suitable 
for the identified use and that steep, land subject to inundation 
and contaminated land is avoided.  
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3. Open Space Inventory and 

Classification 

3.1 Open Space Inventory 

An inventory of open space resources in the Rural City of 
Murray Bridge area was undertaken as part of this study.  
Information was drawn from Council records and former 
strategic documents, from sporting and recreational groups, 
and from community members.  The inventory is not intended 
to be an exhaustive survey of every piece of open space within 
the Rural City of Murray Bridge area and is focused on 
providing a strategic overview of Council owned and 
managed spaces.   

3.2 Open Space Classification 

Each open space surveyed is classified under a classification 
hierarchy. This is particularly important when assessing service 
levels for each class of open space and also in obtaining 
external funding, as many of the funding programs are aligned 
to one or more classes. 

Open spaces surveyed are classified in one of the following 
three (3) classes:  

• Regional Level 
• District Level and 
• Local Level 

The definitions of each of these classifications are provided 
below and open spaces identified within the inventory have 
been classified using these definitions.  

Regional Level Open Space 

An open space is Regional if it attracts users from a substantial 
part of the Council area as well as outside of the Council area.  
They tend to cater for large numbers of people beyond a local 
area, including tourists and possess unique attributes or features 
that attract a wide range of people, including important 
recreation and sport spaces. 

District Level Open Space 

District open spaces generally provide for people within the 
Council area, however they do not have the level of 
infrastructure that a regional open space has.  These spaces 

may include larger or more unique facilities and provide for a 
range of structure activities (including organised formal sport) 
as well as passive activities. 

Local Level Open Space 

Local open spaces cater for a local community with activities 
primarily targeted at the population of an individual suburb.  
These spaces are typically smaller and are within easy walking 
distance from the community they serve.  Facilities might 
include open grass areas, playgrounds and seating. 

4. Existing Open Space Provision 

4.1 Overview 

This section of the MBSROSS provides a strategic audit of key 
existing open space resources (OSRs) across the region, 
including a brief description of the resource and identification 
of an open space hierarchy.  Further analysis of each of the 
spaces is provided within the Open Space Strategy and Action 
Plan tables (refer Section 5 Strategy & Action Plan). 

Three supporting figures are included at the end of this section: 

• Figure 1 Regional Open Space Strategy Key Plan locates 
the key open space resources within the context of the 
wider region, covering Murray Bridge and its relationship 
to the outlying townships of Callington, Jervois, 
Mypolonga, Wellington and Monarto and the surrounding 
areas. 

• Figures 2 & 3 Murray Bridge Open Space Key Plan provides 
a detailed analysis of key open space resources and 
strategic pedestrian/cycle links throughout Murray Bridge. 

 
The Rural City of Murray Bridge has a high provision of 
Community Land in relation to the existing and projected 
population size. 580.96 hectares represents 32.86 ha per 1,000 
people for the 2006 population of 17,678 and 17.08 ha per 1,000 
people for a potential future population of 34,000 people.  
Given the high provision of total Community Land, there could 
be some potential for land rationalisation to enable other open 
space to be upgraded. However, this land would need to be 
carefully selected to ensure that a good spread of usable open 
space, detention areas and natural reserves (ideally Council 
owned) are maintained to meet future Council and population 
requirements (Suter Planners, 2010). 

4.2 Murray Bridge 

OSR1: Sturt Reserve  

Regional Open Space 

Premier open space in Murray Bridge, providing a balance of 
open space with formal/informal sport and recreation provision. 

 

Photo 1: Sturt Reserve  

OSR2: Sturt Reserve – Hume Reserve Link 

Regional Open Space 

Riverside link connecting Sturt Reserve and Hume Reserve, 
following alignment of old railway line. 

 

Photo 2: Sturt Reserve– Hume Reserve Link 
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OSR3: Pine Park  

Regional Open Space  

Centrally located park, named after the 75 majestic  pine trees 
dominating this parkland, featuring picnic table an d shelter. 

 

Photo 3: Pine Park  

OSR4: Edwards Square  

Regional Open Space  

A prominent and well landscaped reserve in the cent re of 
town, featuring a sound shell used for concerts and  community 
events. 

 

Photo 4: Edwards Square  

OSR5: Diamond Park  

Regional Open Space  

Well landscaped reserve in the centre of Murray Bri dge, with 
war memorials, bench seating and public amenities. 

 

Photo 5: Diamond Park  

OSR6: War Memorial Playground  

Regional Open Space  

A largely neglected reserve with some established p erimeter 
trees and limited play equipment.  

 

Photo 6: War Memorial Playground  

OSR7: Showgrounds  

Regional Open Space  

Regional level sport, recreation and events space l ocated on 
eastern edge of the city.  

 

Photo 7: Showgrounds  

OSR8: Hume Reserve  

District Open Space  

Riverfront reserve featuring boat ramp and houseboa t mooring 
opportunities.  

 

Photo 8: Hume Reserve  


















































































































































































