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COUNCIL POLICY – Council Election Process (inc Signage) 
Reference Number 653812 
Responsible Business Unit Office of the CEO 
Responsible Officer Chief Executive Officer 
Legislation Local Government Act 1999 

Local Government (Elections) Act 1999 
Local Government (Elections) Regulations 2010 

Relevant Delegations Chief Executive Officer 
 

Related Policies 
Management Guidelines 
Frameworks 

Council Elections – Caretaker Policy - 690972 

Link to Strategic Plan Objective 4.4 - Develop a sustainable organisation 

Council resolution 131.4 
Date Adopted 9 May 2023 
Review Date 2027 
Previous Revisions 8 August 2022, item 131.5 

v10 – 95.4 – 14/5/18 
V9 – 2022 – updated LGA Model Guidelines election 
signage (appendix b) 
V8 – 2018 – updated LGA Model Guidelines election 
signage (appendix b) 
V7 – 2017 – updated LGA Model Guidelines election 
signage (appendix b) 
V6 – 58.3 – 2/6/14 
V5 – 1245.1.6 – 13/9/10 
V4 – 1095.1.5 – 9/3/10 
V3 – 1080.1.3 – 15/2/10 
V2 – 23/3/09 
V1 – 33.1.4 – 11/12/06 

 

POLICY STATEMENT 

All Council elections are conducted by the Electoral Commissioner of South Australia. 
The Rural City of Murray Bridge, through its Chief Executive Officer, will ensure that the convening of 
Local Government Elections (Periodic or Supplementary) are conducted in an accountable and 
transparent manner in accordance with the Local Government (Elections) Act 1999 and Local 
Government Act 1999 and the direction of the Electoral Commissioner 

OBJECTIVES 

To provide guidance to Elected Members, Staff and the Community during a Council election. 

To provide guidance to State and Federal Political Parties in relation to placement of signs during State 
and Federal elections. 
 

http://infoxpert/DocumentProperties.aspx?DocumentID=690972
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SCOPE 

This policy applies to all Elected Members and Staff during the conduct of a Periodic or Supplementary 
Council election. 

 
This policy applies to State and Federal Political Parties in relation to placement of signs during State 
and Federal elections 

Requirements in relation to Local Government Election signage 

COUNCIL ELECTION PERIOD – CARETARKER PERIOD 

All candidates are to be provided with Council’s Caretaker Policy. 
 

PROMOTION OF COUNCIL ELECTION 

Council will work with the Local Government Association and Electoral Commission of South Australia 
to jointly promote the periodic election.   Council is responsible for promoting supplementary elections. 

Information will be posted to Council’s website to provide information to Candidates and the 
Community.    

Candidate Briefing Sessions will be organised by the Chief Executive Officer with assistance from 
Council’s Executive Officer who will be the primary contact for enquiries during an election period. 
 

COUNCIL’S SUPPLEMENTARY VOTERS’ ROLL 

Council’s Voter Roll may be viewed at the Local Government Centre without charge by the public. 

Nominated candidates for an election will be provided with an electronic copy of the Voters Roll 
following the close of nominations and polling day.    

A copy of the declaration to be made by the Candidate receiving a copy of the Voter’s Roll  is 
attached to this policy. 
 

COUNCIL ELECTION - BUDGET 

Council will ensure adequate funds are included within Council’s budget to ensure the accountable 
and transparent conduct of Council Elections. 
 

CONTROL OF ELECTION SIGNS 
 
No election signage associated with Federal, State or Local Government Elections is 
to be placed on any Council owned or controlled property. 
 
Council endorses in principle the Model Guidelines for Control of Election Signs prepared by the Local 
Government Association of SA in consultation with State Government Departments.  This Guidelines 
are developed for Federal, State and Local Government elections are updated from time to time and 
are referenced in attachment 2.  
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RESIGNATION OR RETIREMENT OF COUNCIL MEMBER 

The Rural City of Murray Bridge has one popularly elected Mayor and nine popular elected Council 
Members. 

Under the Local Government Act 1999, S56, Council’s prescribed number of members is 6 

Local Government (Elections) Act 1999 (S6(2)(b) Council has decided that should a vacancy occur in 
year 3 of the Council term that the vacant position will not be filled.   The minimum number of Council 
Members is to be 8 and one Mayor. 
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Attachment One 
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Attachment Two 
 
Guidelines re relation to Electoral Signage 
 

 
• Elections Signs: State and Federal Government Elections – Guidelines for General Approval for placement and 

affixation of election signs (LGA) 
 

• Elections Signs: Local Government Elections – Guidelines for General Approval for placement and affixation of 
election signs (LGA) 
 

• ECSA 
Electoral advertising - state elections - Electoral Commission SA (ecsa.sa.gov.au) 

 
• SAPN 

https://www.sapowernetworks.com.au/industry/facilities-access/ 
The relevant document is titled NICC 210 – Signage Banners and Temporary Equipment on SA Power Network 
Assets 

 
 
 
 

 

  

https://www.ecsa.sa.gov.au/parties-and-candidates/electoral-advertising-state-elections
https://www.sapowernetworks.com.au/industry/facilities-access/
https://www.sapowernetworks.com.au/data/2962/network-information-for-contractors-and-customers-nicc-210-signage-banners-and-temporary-equipment-on-sa-power-networks-assets/
https://www.sapowernetworks.com.au/data/2962/network-information-for-contractors-and-customers-nicc-210-signage-banners-and-temporary-equipment-on-sa-power-networks-assets/
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Display of Local Government Election signs – Rural City of Murray Bridge 

The Rural City of Murray Bridge has a policy decision not to allow any election signage to be placed on 
any Council owned or controlled property. 

Changes to section 226—Moveable signs of the Local Government Act 1999 (Local Government Act) 
arising from commencement of the Statutes Amendment (Local Government Review) Act 2021 prohibit 
the display of electoral advertising posters relating to elections held under the Local Government Act 
1999 or the Local Government (Elections) Act 1999 on a public road (including any structure, fixture or 
vegetation on a public road). This provision commenced on 10 November 2021.  

Electoral advertising poster, is defined in section 226(5) of the Local Government Act, and means 
a poster displaying electoral advertising made of— 

(a) corflute; or 
(b) plastic; or 
(c) any other material, or kind of material, prescribed by the regulations. 

There have not been any other materials prescribed by regulation at this time. 
 
Local Government Election sign is not defined in the Local Government Act.  The Rural City of 
Murray Bridge has defined Local Government Election sign to mean a moveable election 
advertisement, notice, or election sign (not made of corflute or plastic, i.e. not an electoral 
advertising poster) which is intended to affect the result of an election or poll, and which can be 
moved or removed without causing any damage to the infrastructure or land upon which it is 
placed or to which it is attached, whether free-standing or not. All local government election 
signs are a type of moveable sign. 

Note: A poster that promotes a candidate in a Local Government election may be an ‘electoral 
advertising poster’ if the poster is made from corflute or plastic.  If the same poster is made from a 
material not prohibited under section 226(5), it will not be an ‘electoral advertising poster’ but will 
be a local government election sign. 

PDI Act – General Regulations - Schedule 4—Exclusions from definition of development—general 
1—Advertising displays 
(f) that announces a local event of a religious, educational, cultural, social or recreational 

character, or that relates to an event of a political character, subject to the following 
conditions: 
(i) that the total advertisement area of all advertisements of that kind displayed on 1 building or 

site is not more than 2 m2 ;  
(ii) except for an advertisement that relates to a federal, State or local government election, 

that the advertisement is displayed for a period not exceeding 1 month prior to the event 
and 1 week after the conclusion of the event;  

(iii) that the advertising display—  
(A) does not move; and  
(B) does not flash; and  
(C) does not reflect light so as to be an undue distraction to motorists; and 
(D) is not internally illuminated; 

 

For the November 2022 Council elections, the relevant period for display of Local Government election 
signs commences 13 October 2022 and concludes at 5pm on 10 November 2022. 

The following requirements apply to the display of Local Government election signs (and electoral 
advertising posters) within the Rural City of Murray Bridge during the specified period: 

- Display of electoral advertising posters on public roads (including any structure, fixture or vegetation 
on a public road) is prohibited. Maximum penalty: $5 000. 
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- Candidates must comply with the requirements of the General Approval issued by SA Power 
Networks and the Department for Infrastructure and Transport (the Relevant Authorities) in order to 
display Local Government election signs (not being electoral advertising posters) on infrastructure 
owned by the Relevant Authorities on a road. 

- Candidates must obtain permission from private property owners for the placement of Local 
Government election signs (which may include electoral advertising posters) on private property. It 
is the responsibility of candidates to consider whether development approval is required for any 
Local Government election sign to be displayed on private property and make the relevant 
applications to Council for that purpose if necessary. 

For any signs which are not electoral advertising posters, this approach is consistent with the approach 
taken for both State and Commonwealth elections, and previous Local Government elections.  


