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The Rural City of Murray Bridge has celebrated another year of sporting achievement 

and community contribution, with the 2026 Local Legends Sports Awards held at the 

Bridgeport Hotel on Thursday, 22 October. 

 

The annual awards recognise the individuals, volunteers, clubs and teams whose 

dedication helps strengthen sport across the region – with 25 people and organisations 

nominated for their efforts this year. 

 

With 10 award categories, the evening highlighted achievements both on and off the 

field, recognising sporting excellence alongside the people who give their time to 

coach, officiate, volunteer, lead initiatives and create opportunities for others to 

participate. 

 

Mayor Wayne Thorley, said the event was an opportunity to recognise the people 

behind the region’s thriving sporting community. 

 

“Our sporting community is made up of so many people who give their time, energy and 

passion to help others participate, compete and succeed,” Mayor Thorley said. 

 

“The Local Legends Sports Awards give us an opportunity to shine a light on these 

contributions and celebrate the achievements of our local sporting community. 

 Congratulations to all of this year’s finalists and winners, and thank you for the important 

role you play in making sport such a strong part of life in our community.” 

 

The 2026 Local Legends Sports Awards winners are: 

 

• Sports Person of the Year Award 18+: Leah Anderson-Morris 

• Junior Sports Person of the Year Award: Bryce Reid, Suleman Khan 

• Senior Sports Person of the Year Award 50+: Darren Young 

• Volunteer of the Year Award (unpaid): Lorraine Graetz 

• Sports Promotion Award: Murray Bridge Life Saving Club 

• Inclusion and Diversity Award: Donna Jaensch-Brown 

• Community Club/Association/Team Award: Murray Bridge Life Saving Club 

• Women and Girls Initiative of the Year: Jervois Netball Club Development Committee: 

Michelle Afford, Jo Flett, Mel Gates, Steven Afford, Nicole Cercone & Michelle Hill 
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• Coach, Umpire or Official of the Year: Daniel Flavel 

• Young Leader of the Year: Ava Lindner , Avah Thiele 

 

The Local Legends Sports Awards recognise the valuable role sport plays in bringing 

people together, supporting participation and wellbeing, and creating opportunities for 

people of all ages and abilities. 

 

The Rural City of Murray Bridge congratulates all finalists and winners and thanks the 

clubs, volunteers, coaches, officials, athletes and supporters who continue to contribute 

to the region’s sporting community. 
 
 

- ENDS - 
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