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How do you know if your 

house/building contains asbestos? 

Asbestos-containing materials were 

commonly used in buildings before the mid-

1980's. As a general rule if your house was 

built or renovated: 

 before the mid-1980s - it is highly likely that it 

has asbestos-containing products 

 between the mid-1980s and 1990 - it is likely 

that it has asbestos-containing products 

 after 1990 - it is unlikely that it has asbestos-

containing products. 

 

The most accurate way to find out if your 

house contains asbestos cement products or 

any other asbestos containing material is for 

experienced people to inspect and test it. 

Other asbestos containing products made 

before the 1980’s may be found in the home. 

These include water drainage and flue pipes, 

roofing shingles, guttering, vinyl tiles and the 

underlay to vinyl sheet floors. 

What are the Health Risks? 

Asbestos fibres can cause asbestosis, lung 

cancer and mesothelioma. This does not 

automatically mean that your health is at risk 

if you find that your home or workplace 

contains materials made from asbestos. 

Health problems usually occur when people 

are unaware of the hazards of working with 

asbestos containing products. The important 

point is to always work so there is minimal 

release of dust or small particles from the  

 

asbestos containing material. Asbestos 

becomes a health risk when large amounts of 

asbestos fibres are released into the air and 

inhaled. If you use common sense and follow 

safety guidelines, living with asbestos 

containing products should not be a 

problem. 

Dealing with asbestos? 

If the asbestos containing material is in good 

condition it is best to leave it alone unless it is 

likely to be exposed and damaged. If it's in 

good condition and is left undisturbed, non-

friable asbestos presents no known health 

risks. If you are carrying out maintenance 

such as painting or sealing on asbestos 

cement surfaces without sanding, cutting or 

drilling (i.e. you are not releasing any asbestos 

fibres into the air), you only need to take the 

usual precautions for these activities. 

 

If you do decide to disturb (i.e. sand, cut or 

drill) or remove asbestos containing materials, 

it is important to take the proper precautions 

for handling asbestos to avoid risking your 

health or the health of your family and 

neighbours. 

Removing asbestos is a specialised task. A 

licensed contractor must remove asbestos if 

the amount is more than the legally allowed 

quantity (1/2m2 of friable or 10m2 of non-

friable). You do not need a licence to 

remove small amounts of asbestos from 

houses, but you should be familiar with 

asbestos regulations. Prior to work  
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commencing ensure that persons are 

licensed removalists and have obtained 

approval for the removal of any asbestos. 

Definitions 

Friable asbestos: Any material that contains 

asbestos and is in the form of a powder or 

can be pulverised or reduced to powder by 

hand pressure when dry. Friable asbestos 

presents a high risk and it is strongly 

recommended that it be removed by a 

licensed asbestos removalist. 

Non-friable asbestos: Any material that 

contains asbestos in a bonded matrix. It may 

consist of cement or resin/binders and 

cannot be crushed by hand when dry. 

Only a licensed contractor should remove 

friable asbestos and asbestos containing 

underlay to vinyl sheet floors. A list of licensed 

contractor can be found via: 

http://www.asbestos.sa.gov.au  

Removing asbestos from a house or 

building 

Read the following safety checklist before 

you start working. 

Working with asbestos 

 Do not use power tools. Asbestos fibres can 

be released if power tools are used for 

anything other than the removal of screws 

and bolts. Non-powered tools should be used 

instead as they generate less dust. 

 Do not waterblast or scrub with a stiff broom. 

It is illegal to waterblast asbestos cement 

products. If the material has been 

accidentally waterblasted, or has suddenly 

deteriorated in some way, you will need to 

call a licensed removal contractor. 

 Wet gently with water if you need to. If you 

 

 

need to prepare a surface for painting, 

gently remove any loose paint with a scraper,  

keeping the surface wet to minimise the 

 

release of fibres. You could use sugar soap to 

clean the surface. Remember do not 

waterblast and be careful when on a roof as 

asbestos sheets are brittle and slippery when 

wet. It is also very important that you treat 

any waste created during the preparation of 

the surface, as if it is contaminated with 

asbestos. 

 Avoid drilling around the roof area. Do not 

drill holes through eaves, flues or vents. Never 

cut into an asbestos cement sheet. If an 

occasional hole is required use a non-

powered drill and wear a mask. If significant 

work is required it is advisable to remove the 

entire sheet and replace it with a non-

asbestos product. 

 Let people know. Talk it over with those 

who may be affected by the asbestos 

removal and disposal, for example, your 

neighbours. 

 Protective equipment. You should wear 

disposable coveralls and an appropriate 

mask if you are working with asbestos 

products. Make sure your mask has two straps 

to hold it firmly in place and is rated as P1 or 

P2 (your hardware store can supply these). 

Do not use a mask that only has one strap. 

 Don’t drop asbestos cement sheets. 

Remove asbestos sheets carefully. Make sure 

you lower them carefully to the ground. Do 

not drop them. 

 

Cleaning Up 

· Stack and wrap. Stack sheets carefully on 

ground sheets, wrap into bundles for disposal 

or place them directly into disposable bins 

that have been pre-lined with some form of 

sturdy plastic sheeting. Cover them before 

disposal. 

· No skidding. When stacking sheets, do not 

skid one sheet over another, as this can 

cause release of fibres. 

 

http://www.asbestos.sa.gov.au/
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· Remove immediately. Do not leave sheets 

lying about where they may be further 

broken or crushed by people or traffic. 

Remove all asbestos waste as soon as you 

 can. 

· Clean up everything. Put used disposable 

overalls and masks in bags for removal with 

other asbestos wastes. 

 

 

Safe Disposal 

· Dispose of all asbestos waste promptly and 

safely. 

· Wet all asbestos waste and wrap it in plastic 

or put it in lined bins or vehicles. Do not put 

asbestos waste in domestic garbage bins 

and compactors. Remove all asbestos waste 

from a site as soon as possible. 

· Dispose of asbestos waste in a manner and 

at a site approved by your local Council or 

the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA). 

Asbestos waste must be wrapped in thick 

plastic (200 micron – your hardware store can 

supply this) and taped to prevent spillage. It is 

illegal to re-use asbestos sheets. Asbestos can 

only be dumped at approved disposal sites. 

The closest licensed facilities to the Murray 

Bridge area are at Adelaide Hills Recycling, 

Callington Road, Strathalbyn and at 

Gerschwitz Road, Cambrai. 

 

Other Questions 

· What about insulation? Insulation materials 

in house roof spaces are usually fibreglass, 

rockwool, paper or foam. Very few houses in 

South Australia have loose asbestos insulation 

in the roof space. However, if you are unsure 

about this you should have it inspected by an 

experienced person. 

· Is tank water safe? SA Health advises that 

it is safe to drink rainwater off an asbestos 

roof and that there is no need for concern 

with asbestos dust potentially entering 

rainwater tanks however it is important to 

remember to regularly maintain the tank, roof 

and gutters. If you are concerned, you might 

consider replacing the roof, or fitting a water 

filter to the kitchen tap. 

 

· Asbestos fences. If an asbestos fence is in 

good condition and left undisturbed it 

presents no known health risks. However, non-

friable asbestos products that have been 

damaged or badly weathered may become 

friable and if this is the case with your fence it 

is recommended it be removed by a licensed 

asbestos removalist. 

·  Should I coat external asbestos cement 

products? Coating weathered asbestos 

cement products is not recommended. If the 

product is in poor condition it should be 

removed and replaced. 

· Do I need approval? Demolition of a 

building will require Development Approval 

from Council. 

· Illegal dumping is the disposal of waste on 

public or private land or into water without a 

licence, permit or approval from the relevant 

authority such as the EPA or Council. There 

are significant penalties for those caught 

illegally dumping waste. For individuals, 

penalties can be as high as $500,000 or four 

years imprisonment. For a corporate body the 

penalty can be as high as $2 million. 
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