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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
Subject: Historic Captain's Cottage Museum in Murray Bridge Reopens 

After Revitalisation 

 

Contact: Chief Executive Officer / Heather Barclay 

  0436 682 381/ h.barclay@murraybridge.sa.gov.au 

 

Date: Thursday 30 November 2023 
 

The Rural City of Murray Bridge Council proudly announces the much-anticipated 

reopening of the Captain's Cottage Museum. This iconic site, nestled in the heart of 

Murray Bridge, has been revitalised through renovations, promising visitors a more 

immersive and educational journey into the region's rich history. 

Constructed in 1890 by the notable Captain Adam Johnstone, the Captain's Cottage 

Museum stands as a testament to the area's vibrant past. Captain Johnstone, a key 

figure in introducing steam navigation on the River Murray, laid the foundation for what 

would become a central repository of Murraylands' history. Since its acquisition by the 

Council in 1990, the museum has been a treasure trove of artefacts, photographs and 

memorabilia, narrating the story of Murray Bridge and its evolution. 

The recent renovation, initiated in January 2023, was designed to enhance the 

storytelling of the Johnstone family's pioneering life and the development of transport 

and agriculture in Murray Bridge. The museum, reopening 2 December 2023, invites 

visitors to step back in time and explore the turn-of-the-century lifestyle, the dairy 

industry's evolution, the enchantment of paddle steamers and the advent of railway 

transport. 

Heather Barclay, CEO of the Rural City of Murray Bridge, is looking forward to the 

Captain’s Cottage being open for visitors again.  

"The reopening of the Captain's Cottage Museum marks an exciting moment for our 

community. We are eager to welcome visitors and residents alike to reconnect with the 

rich heritage of Murray Bridge and explore the stories that have shaped our region", said 

Heather. 
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The Captain's Cottage Museum features an extensive collection of historic engines, farm 

machinery, model boats, trains, toys and a remarkable photographic collection. Visitors 

can immerse themselves in the detailed model dairy and after exploring the exhibits, 

relax in the serene surroundings of the lawns, set amidst beautiful cottage gardens and 

historical relics. 

Reopening 2 December 2023, the Captain’s Cottage will be ready to welcome visitors 

on weekends and public holidays from 10 am to 4 pm. It is an ideal destination for 

families, history enthusiasts and anyone interested in the rich tapestry of Murray Bridge's 

past. 

For more information, visit the Captain’s Cottage Website at 

www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/captainscottage 

 

https://www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ruralcitymurraybridge
https://www.instagram.com/accounts/login/?next=/ruralcityofmurraybridge/
mailto:council@murraybridge.sa.gov.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAXMl8LxDPk5jmjJPN8dlUg
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQH-AP0NBO9DwgAAAYE2-crICsQMHLbFN82orQyfOM7UMK661TyM4IonAL_39y12tyw2yag1zwPbALQvlvjXhcEnE519J1nXqh5rxUzD8TdanrP5hPimRT9kxB5OTOErykAfwsg=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2F8590738%2Fadmin
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=JtmXSh%2fu&id=0667905F815F77BD0676F0F4DC51B9011717CAC9&thid=OIP.JtmXSh_uyZBaTg1eXd-NtgHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fupload.wikimedia.org%2fwikipedia%2fcommons%2fa%2fa5%2fInstagram_icon.png&exph=5001&expw=5001&q=instagram+icon&simid=608010693353295590&FORM=IRPRST&ck=1B6885BC58A459D2CBD162B7E5B8EF26&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=ousAcxoJ&id=3619819CACE9AC315DA99DDB25DA836F1BFCC397&thid=OIP.ousAcxoJGWCgqfesBj9oXwHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fth.bing.com%2fth%2fid%2fR.a2eb00731a091960a0a9f7ac063f685f%3frik%3dl8P8G2%252bD2iXbnQ%26riu%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.vectorico.com%252fwp-content%252fuploads%252f2018%252f02%252fyoutube-red-squircle.png%26ehk%3dzNGIDYJRy4EL5uVznWoBjTlphCGiMtBPRsm%252f%252bD70KVI%253d%26risl%3d%26pid%3dImgRaw%26r%3d0&exph=1000&expw=1000&q=you+tube+icon&simid=608022001996154143&FORM=IRPRST&ck=AF0C1E99ADCCABEAACEF5DF7263BCEA8&selectedIndex=16
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=q9s2sSjw&id=39FA5ECAB0CCE429B28C07D9EEBE9E3B1B2DC543&thid=OIP.q9s2sSjwz87hMp3bE2WpmwHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fth.bing.com%2fth%2fid%2fR.abdb36b128f0cfcee1329ddb1365a99b%3frik%3dQ8UtGzuevu7ZBw%26riu%3dhttp%253a%252f%252flofrev.net%252fwp-content%252fphotos%252f2017%252f04%252flinkedin_logo.jpg%26ehk%3dWX0fSjGgisCu4YfNc2IBnr7nLADE%252f06resHyt%252fqG1pg%253d%26risl%3d%26pid%3dImgRaw%26r%3d0&exph=1024&expw=1024&q=Libnked+in+icon&simid=608000093370985958&FORM=IRPRST&ck=DCCD00C850ED691F25959DB370724BC5&selectedIndex=1
file:///C:/Users/katehorstmann/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/captainscottage

