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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
Subject: Prepare for Fire Danger Season 
 

Contact: Fire Prevention Officer Tony Austin 

0407 399 185 / t.austin@murraybridge.sa.gov.au 
 

Date:  Friday 6 October 2023 
 

WARM weather signals the start of more time spent outdoors enjoying the sunshine, but 

also serves as a reminder to clean up properties in readiness for the coming Fire Danger 

Season.  
 

Compliance Officers for The Rural City of Murray Bridge are ready to begin property 

inspections throughout the district, and issue reminder notices to landowners who need 

to cut long grass and minimise fuel loads before summer hits.  
 

Fire Prevention Officer Tony Austin said early preparation was key for reducing the risk of 

bushfire, along with potential damage to properties and homes.  
 

“We live in a land of extremes and while this time last year we were heading towards a 

flooding emergency, this year the indicators are that we need to prepare for a 

scorching hot summer and work hard to keep people safe by reducing the risk of 

bushfire,” he said.  
 

“At this time of year, as grasses begin to dry out, its important landowners are aware of 

their responsibilities in regard to fire prevention and how they can help keep their 

families and their communities safe.  
 

“Fire prevention is everyone’s responsibility and we all have a role to play.”  
 

Mr Austin said the Council conducted an audit of properties every year in the lead up to 

Fire Danger Season and property owners found to have excessive and non-complying 

undergrowth on their land would be issued with notices to reduce the fuel load.  
 

“We encourage property owners to comply with Council notices to reduce fuel loads, 

as we really don’t want to be in a position where we need to issue fines for non-

compliance,” he said.  
 

“Council takes fire prevention very seriously and a little bit of extra effort now can make 

all the difference at the peak of summer when conditions are ripe for bushfire to take 

hold.  
 

“Fire can be absolutely devastating and if keeping the grass short is one thing we can 

all do to reduce the risk, then that’s worth doing. 
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“Council currently has two slashers out taking care of long grass on our roadsides.” 
 

Fire Danger Season is expected to begin in November and finish in April – exact dates will 

be announced by the Country Fire Service (CFS) before then.  
 

For more information on compliance phone Council on 8539 1100 or visit 

https://www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/services/your-safety/fireandburning . 
 

For more information about fire safety and prevention visit 

https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/site/home.jsp 

https://www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ruralcitymurraybridge
https://www.instagram.com/accounts/login/?next=/ruralcityofmurraybridge/
mailto:council@murraybridge.sa.gov.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAXMl8LxDPk5jmjJPN8dlUg
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQH-AP0NBO9DwgAAAYE2-crICsQMHLbFN82orQyfOM7UMK661TyM4IonAL_39y12tyw2yag1zwPbALQvlvjXhcEnE519J1nXqh5rxUzD8TdanrP5hPimRT9kxB5OTOErykAfwsg=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2F8590738%2Fadmin
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=JtmXSh%2fu&id=0667905F815F77BD0676F0F4DC51B9011717CAC9&thid=OIP.JtmXSh_uyZBaTg1eXd-NtgHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fupload.wikimedia.org%2fwikipedia%2fcommons%2fa%2fa5%2fInstagram_icon.png&exph=5001&expw=5001&q=instagram+icon&simid=608010693353295590&FORM=IRPRST&ck=1B6885BC58A459D2CBD162B7E5B8EF26&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=ousAcxoJ&id=3619819CACE9AC315DA99DDB25DA836F1BFCC397&thid=OIP.ousAcxoJGWCgqfesBj9oXwHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fth.bing.com%2fth%2fid%2fR.a2eb00731a091960a0a9f7ac063f685f%3frik%3dl8P8G2%252bD2iXbnQ%26riu%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.vectorico.com%252fwp-content%252fuploads%252f2018%252f02%252fyoutube-red-squircle.png%26ehk%3dzNGIDYJRy4EL5uVznWoBjTlphCGiMtBPRsm%252f%252bD70KVI%253d%26risl%3d%26pid%3dImgRaw%26r%3d0&exph=1000&expw=1000&q=you+tube+icon&simid=608022001996154143&FORM=IRPRST&ck=AF0C1E99ADCCABEAACEF5DF7263BCEA8&selectedIndex=16
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=q9s2sSjw&id=39FA5ECAB0CCE429B28C07D9EEBE9E3B1B2DC543&thid=OIP.q9s2sSjwz87hMp3bE2WpmwHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fth.bing.com%2fth%2fid%2fR.abdb36b128f0cfcee1329ddb1365a99b%3frik%3dQ8UtGzuevu7ZBw%26riu%3dhttp%253a%252f%252flofrev.net%252fwp-content%252fphotos%252f2017%252f04%252flinkedin_logo.jpg%26ehk%3dWX0fSjGgisCu4YfNc2IBnr7nLADE%252f06resHyt%252fqG1pg%253d%26risl%3d%26pid%3dImgRaw%26r%3d0&exph=1024&expw=1024&q=Libnked+in+icon&simid=608000093370985958&FORM=IRPRST&ck=DCCD00C850ED691F25959DB370724BC5&selectedIndex=1
https://www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/services/your-safety/fireandburning
https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/site/home.jsp

