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MEDIA RELEASE  

 
Subject: Community invited to help shape Murray Bridge’s economic future 
 

Contact:   Chief Executive Officer | Heather Barclay 

                     media@murraybridge.sa.gov.au  
 

Date:   29 June 2026 
 

The Rural City of Murray Bridge is inviting the community, local businesses and 

stakeholders to help shape the future of the region’s economy, with the draft Economic 

Development & Growth Strategy 2026–2030 now open for public consultation. 

 

The draft Economic Development & Growth Strategy 2026–2030 builds on Council’s 

existing Economic Development Strategy 2020–2032, reflecting the significant growth, 

investment and emerging opportunities that are occurring across the region in recent 

years. 

 

The draft Strategy provides a roadmap for how Council will support sustainable 

economic growth, investment and opportunity over the next four years, bringing 

together existing planning, projects and advocacy initiatives into a coordinated 

framework. 

 

Focused on developing a thriving, resilient and inclusive local economy, the draft 

Strategy aims to support Murray Bridge’s continued growth as South Australia’s largest 

regional city while ensuring the benefits of that growth are shared across the 

community. 

 

Mayor Wayne Thorley said the draft Strategy would help guide how Council responds to 

growth and emerging opportunities across the region. 

 

“As Murray Bridge continues to grow, it is important that we have a clear and 

coordinated plan to support local jobs, investment and long-term economic resilience,” 

Mayor Thorley said. 

 

“This draft Strategy is about ensuring growth delivers real benefits for our community – 

supporting business, creating opportunities and helping our region continue to thrive.” 

 

"A skilled and adaptable workforce is essential to supporting sustainable economic 

growth and ensuring our region remains competitive," Mayor Thorley said. 

 

The draft Strategy aligns with Council’s Strategic Plan 2024–2028 and is underpinned by 

Council’s vision of “Growing. Thriving. Strong.” Through a wellbeing economy approach, 

it recognises that economic growth should contribute not only to prosperity, but also to 

improved quality of life, social inclusion and environmental resilience. 

 

https://www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ruralcitymurraybridge
https://www.instagram.com/accounts/login/?next=/ruralcityofmurraybridge/
mailto:council@murraybridge.sa.gov.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAXMl8LxDPk5jmjJPN8dlUg
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQH-AP0NBO9DwgAAAYE2-crICsQMHLbFN82orQyfOM7UMK661TyM4IonAL_39y12tyw2yag1zwPbALQvlvjXhcEnE519J1nXqh5rxUzD8TdanrP5hPimRT9kxB5OTOErykAfwsg=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2F8590738%2Fadmin
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=JtmXSh%2fu&id=0667905F815F77BD0676F0F4DC51B9011717CAC9&thid=OIP.JtmXSh_uyZBaTg1eXd-NtgHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fupload.wikimedia.org%2fwikipedia%2fcommons%2fa%2fa5%2fInstagram_icon.png&exph=5001&expw=5001&q=instagram+icon&simid=608010693353295590&FORM=IRPRST&ck=1B6885BC58A459D2CBD162B7E5B8EF26&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=ousAcxoJ&id=3619819CACE9AC315DA99DDB25DA836F1BFCC397&thid=OIP.ousAcxoJGWCgqfesBj9oXwHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fth.bing.com%2fth%2fid%2fR.a2eb00731a091960a0a9f7ac063f685f%3frik%3dl8P8G2%252bD2iXbnQ%26riu%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.vectorico.com%252fwp-content%252fuploads%252f2018%252f02%252fyoutube-red-squircle.png%26ehk%3dzNGIDYJRy4EL5uVznWoBjTlphCGiMtBPRsm%252f%252bD70KVI%253d%26risl%3d%26pid%3dImgRaw%26r%3d0&exph=1000&expw=1000&q=you+tube+icon&simid=608022001996154143&FORM=IRPRST&ck=AF0C1E99ADCCABEAACEF5DF7263BCEA8&selectedIndex=16
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=q9s2sSjw&id=39FA5ECAB0CCE429B28C07D9EEBE9E3B1B2DC543&thid=OIP.q9s2sSjwz87hMp3bE2WpmwHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fth.bing.com%2fth%2fid%2fR.abdb36b128f0cfcee1329ddb1365a99b%3frik%3dQ8UtGzuevu7ZBw%26riu%3dhttp%253a%252f%252flofrev.net%252fwp-content%252fphotos%252f2017%252f04%252flinkedin_logo.jpg%26ehk%3dWX0fSjGgisCu4YfNc2IBnr7nLADE%252f06resHyt%252fqG1pg%253d%26risl%3d%26pid%3dImgRaw%26r%3d0&exph=1024&expw=1024&q=Libnked+in+icon&simid=608000093370985958&FORM=IRPRST&ck=DCCD00C850ED691F25959DB370724BC5&selectedIndex=1
mailto:media@murraybridge.sa.gov.au


 

 

murraybridge.sa.gov.au 
 @ruralcitymurraybridge @ruralcityofmurraybridge 

   

council@murraybridge.sa.gov.au 
 Rural City of Murray Bridge  RuralCityOfMurrayBridge 

 

The draft Strategy also identifies workforce development as a key enabler of economic 

growth, recognising the importance of building local skills, supporting employment 

pathways and helping businesses access the workforce they need. 

 

To support consultation on the draft Strategy, Council will provide an overview of the 

document at the upcoming Business Networking Event on 15 July 2026, held at the 

Murraylands Skills Centre. Attendees will have the opportunity to learn more about the 

draft Strategy, ask questions and provide feedback. 

 

The draft Strategy is intended to guide Council’s annual business planning, infrastructure 

priorities, land use planning, advocacy and partnerships over the coming years. 

Council is seeking feedback to ensure the Strategy reflects local needs, priorities and 

aspirations before it is finalised and presented to Council for adoption. 

 

Community members can view the draft Economic Development & Growth Strategy 

2026–2030 and provide feedback via Council’s consultation portal  

https://letstalk.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/ and paper copies can be found at the Local 

Government Centre and the Murray Bridge Library.  

 

Feedback on the draft Strategy can be provided via:  

 

• https://letstalk.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/  

• council@murraybridge.sa.gov.au  

• Post: Rural City of Murray Bridge, PO Box 421, Murray Bridge SA 5253  

 

Consultation closes at 5pm Wednesday 22 July 2026. 
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