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Message from MAYOR BRENTON LEWIS

Phone Customer Service on 8539 1100
Email council@murraybridge.sa.gov.au 
Mail PO Box 421 Murray Bridge SA 5253
Website www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au 
 www.letstalk.murraybridge.sa.gov.au 
Facebook @murraybridgeregionalgallery
 @murraybridgeswimmingcentre
 @murraybridgeyouthcouncil
 @townhallmurraybridge
 @mblibrary
 @ruralcityofmurraybridge
 @sixthstreethandmade
 @thestationau

Contact Council
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Register your interest to receive an electronic 
version of this newsletter and other Council 
communications via your inbox at  
letstalk.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/register

Rural City and support an ever expanding population. 

As Murray Bridge and our rural communities grow, Council 
continues to focus on economic development and support 
our local industry, businesses and education precinct. 

I am sure that our new look council will build on this work 
and continue delivering an extensive program of projects 
and services that respond to community expectations and 
aspirations. 

Murray Bridge is a resilient community with a bright future 
and I look forward to working with the community, elected 
members and Council staff to create a proud, safe and 
progressive future for all.

WELCOME to the summer edition of the 
Rural City of Murray Bridge community 
newsletter, and what a fantastic season 
it is for our great river city! 

I am deeply honoured to have been returned for a second 
term as Mayor. 

We have achieved a great deal during the past four years.  
After considerable consultation with the community we have 
planned for a prosperous and bright future for our dynamic 
Rural City. 

The ground work laid is now starting to translate into a 
range of infrastructure projects on the ground. Some of the 
most visible achievements include the upgrade of our town 
entrances, the activation of our award winning Sixth Street 
and the Sturt Reserve Masterplan soon to reinvigorate the 
riverfront and our jewel in the crown: Sturt Reserve. 

Our library continues to grow in popularity, along with our 
Swimming Centre. There is some great work happening 
with young people at The Station and we continue to attract 
high calibre events such as the Murray Bridge Fringe festival 
happening in February. 

Council’s responsible and sustainable financial management 
is supporting our community through maintaining our parks 
and gardens, roads, rubbish and a range of valuable services 
such as our Community Care program which supports the 
elderly. 

Careful planning has enabled Council to invest in an 
expanding footpath, stormwater and road infrastructure 
program, to continue to grow our capacity to future proof the 



SUMMER IN THE MURRAYLANDS
SUMMER is well and truly here and the 
lure of relaxing on the idyllic Mighty 
Murray is attracting visitors from 
across the country, and locals alike, to 
the river during peak season.

Sturt Reserve will become a hive of activity during January 
with the month long Murray River SPLASH! festival providing 
plenty of things for families to see and do. 

Visitors will be welcomed into town with a fresh green 
corridor along Adelaide Road drawing them into the 
business centre and on to the promise of the river. 

Cool down at the Murray Bridge Swimming Centre or take 
refuge from the heat at one of the many air-conditioned 
shopping centres, hotels, restaurants, the library, the gallery 
or our local cinema. 

Head down to the river for a cruise aboard the Captain 
Proud, enjoy a game of cricket or tennis on the grass and an 
outdoor cook up at one of the free barbecues provided at 
our many riverfront reserves. 

Whether relaxing on the foreshore with a fishing rod and 
esky, having fun on the water with family and friends, 
or enjoying one of our spectacular sunsets on a warm 
summer evening, there is no denying the benefits of the cool 
natural wonder weaving its way through the heart of our 
community. 

There is nothing better after a scorching hot summer’s day 
than escaping with a picnic basket down to the river to relax 
and unwind with family and friends - locals know it’s always 
a few degrees cooler by the water’s edge. 

Take the time to explore the great network of trails and 
hidden treasures in our own backyard waiting to be 
discovered. 

Pop into the Murray Bridge Visitor Information Centre and 
discover something new today.

Summer is synonymous with Speedway season in ‘the 
Bridge’ so check out the excitement that makes racing 
attractive to so many, visit Monarto Zoo or explore the 
wetlands – there is so much to see and do!

Have you visited Bertha the Bunyip at Sturt Reserve since her 
restoration? 

It is now free to operate Bertha and children’s screams of 
delight as she rises from the depths of her watery cave are 
a spectacle to behold creating memories and traditions for 
each new generation. 

Our region is renowned for its spectacular produce 
including award winning Mypolonga apricots, delicious 
citrus, vegetables, grain, mushrooms, meat and so much 
more. 

Spare a thought for our farmers harvesting stone fruit and 
other crops at this time of year and remember to support 
local by buying local. 

make some great 
memories in the 
Murraylands this 
summer
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GET READY for a ripping great 
time this summer with the Murray 
River SPLASH! month long festival 
of events on the riverfront at Sturt 
Reserve.
Beginning on New Year’s Day families will find 
something new and amazing to do every single day in 
January culminating with Australia Day Awards and 
community breakfast celebrations on the 26th. 

Project Manager Michelle Chambers said The Rural 
City of Murray Bridge was SPLASHing out on fun, 
entertainment and adventure, for families. 

“Sturt Reserve, our jewel in the crown, will come alive 
this holiday season playing host to an inflatable water 
playground Slip’n’Dip, Little Splash Family Carnival 
Day, silent discos, outdoor cinema, come and try 
activities and so much more,” she said.

“Most activities will be free allowing local families 
plenty of fun and affordable entertainment 
throughout the summer, with something to suit 
everyone on offer.”

Obstacool and nature play activities will attract 
younger children, while hanging out with friends by 
the river enjoying movies and music in a safe space will 
appeal to those a little older.

Families frolicking on the foreshore can enjoy picnics 
together on the lush green lawns or take pleasure in 
preparation free feasting from food trucks supplying a 
range of food and drinks at reasonable prices. 

Rock out at SPLASH! The First Wave live music concert 
18+ event on Saturday 5 January featuring local bands 
Early Warning and Chasing Lights. 

SPLASH!
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Keep an eye out for the Little Splash Family Carnival 
Day featuring a petting zoo, pony rides, balloon 
twisting, face painting, children’s performers, craft tent 
and bouncy castles galore (wet and dry) on Saturday 
12 January. 

Locals are encouraged to spend quality time with 
family and friends at Murray Bridge and be a part of 
this new riverfront festival in January.

To keep up-to-date on all the events taking 
place visit www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash                                 
or follow The Rural City of Murray Bridge on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/ruralcitymurraybridge

Check the event calendar on the back page of this 
newsletter for dates. 



NEW wayfinding signs to improve 
the ability of pedestrians, cyclists 
and visitors to move easily and safely 
around Murray Bridge and improve 
accessibility to public places will be 
installed over the next few months.

The signs are an outcome of the Wayfinding Strategy and 
Style Guide adopted by Council in July 2018 and part of 
Council’s commitment to support and promote walking and 
cycling. They will also encouraging visitors to explore and 
appreciate our culture, heritage and natural environment.

Key facilities and destinations, along with potential sign 
type locations have been identified - particularly along 
the riverfront. Points of interest include parks, gardens and 
reserves, historical precincts, the riverfront, public toilets, 
schools and general facilities and destinations.

The wayfinding signs will not only make it easier to move 
around the streets and between places, they will support 
our economy by creating logical connections to tourism, 
recreation and retail precincts.

The first stage will see township entry signs followed by 
trail signs along the River Murray from the bridge to Long 
Island, the Round House and trail and interpretive signs at 
MurrayPark.

WAYFINDINGBRieFS
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
A JUSTICE of the Peace service is available from 10am until 
12noon and from 2pm until 4pm every Friday (excluding 
public holidays) at the Local Government Centre 2 Seventh 
Street Murray Bridge. This is a free drop in service.

DEVELOPMENT APPROVAL
THINKING of building a new carport, garage, house or pool? 
Chat to the friendly Planning Officers at Council for advice on 
the forms and processes you need to follow to seek approval. 
Phone 8539 1414

MY LOCAL SERVICES APP
DOWNLOAD the My Local Service app to easily report service 
requests to Council. This FREE app is available through Apple 
Store and Google Play.

COMMUNITY HOME SUPPORT PROGRAM  
PEOPLE who are frail, older or who have moderate to severe 
disability and their carers can access support to continue 
living at home through Council. 

CHSP provides help with housework, gardening, home 
maintenace and modifications, respite and transport.

For more information please contact Gary Sawyer on 8539 
1117 or Debbie Burton on 8539 1116 

COMMUNITY GRANTS 
COMMUNITY grants of up to $3,100 for the benefit and 
development of local communities can be sought through 
Council’s Community Grants program. 

Funding rounds are offered twice per year and the next 
round closes on 1 March 2019. 

For more information please contact Faith Box on 8539 1126 or 
f.box@murraybridge.sa.gov.au

BIN COLLECTION 
TO REPORT a lost, stolen or damaged kerbside collection bin 
please phone Customer Service on 8539 1100

To report a missed collection contact SOLO on 8295 5077

DOG REGISTRATION
ALL dogs need to be registered by 12 weeks of age. 

To register online visit dogandcatboard.com.au

BOOK A COURT 
CHRISTIAN Reserve tennis courts can now be booked online 
for as little as $5. 

To book visit bookacourt.tennis.com.au/lutherantennisclub

BAKER RESERVE BOAT RAMP 
THE BOAT ramp at Baker Reserve Wellington will recieve an 
upgrade to double lanes this year. 



THE INTERNATIONALLY renowned 
Adelaide Fringe Festival will explode in 
Murray Bridge for the first time as part 
of a regional Fringe on Tour program.

Adelaide Fringe is the Southern Hemisphere’s largest open 
access arts festival and each year performers hit the road 
to bring a taste of their fantastic festival to regional South 
Australia providing a free pop-up hit of fringe flavour. 

The festival will land in Murray Bridge in February 2019 when 
Sixth Street will host a four hour street party featuring a 
handpicked selection of Adelaide Fringe performers and 

MURRAY BRIDGE FRINGE

some of the region’s most talented young performers. 

Adelaide Fringe Director and CEO Heather Croall said 
Fringe was an event whole-heartedly embraced by South 
Australians and she was excited by the opportunity to 
provide direct access to people in the Murraylands. 

“It will be one thrilling night of entertainment, set to delight 
audiences of all ages,” she said. 

Visitors and locals will enjoy a variety of pop up food and 
wine outlets during Murray Bridge Fringe providing a taste 
of local flavours and culinary delights. 

Murray Bridge Fringe will be held 5pm until 9pm Saturday 23 
February 2019 on Sixth Street, Murray Bridge. 
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ONE THRILLING NIGHT 
OF ENTERTAINMENT 
REINFORCING MURRAY 
BRIDGE’s reputation  
as a cultural and 
events epicentre

new council overview
BRENTON Lewis has been elected 
unopposed as Mayor of The Rural City 
of Murray Bridge for the 2018-2022 
term following confirmation of the 2018 
Local Government election results.

The nine appointed councillors are: Andrew Baltensperger, 
John De Michele, Karen Eckermann, Airlie Keen, Tyson 
Matthews, Mat O’Brien, Clem Schubert, Wayne Thorley and 
Fred Toogood. 

Cr Fred Toogood has been elected Deputy Mayor for the 
next 12 months. 

Elected members are passionate community members who 
play a vital role in guiding Council decisions for the good of 

the communities they are elected to represent. 

Councillors like to be well informed about their communities 
and often advocate on behalf of their constituents when 
appropriate.  

Residents are encouraged to make contact with their local 
elected members to get to know them and to discuss local 
issues which are important to them. 

Community members can see their elected members in 
action at 7pm on the second Monday of each month at 
Council meetings – except when that Monday falls on 
a public holiday, when the meeting will be held on the 
Tuesday, with the exception of January when the meeting 
will be held on the last Monday of the month. 

These meetings are held at the Local Government Centre 2 
Seventh Street Murray Bridge and are open to the public.



RCMB ELECTED MEMBERS 2018-2022
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Cr Andrew Baltensperger
0421 596 189

a.baltensperger@murraybridge.sa.gov.au

Cr John DeMichele
0417 811 435

j.demichele@murraybridge.sa.gov.au

Cr Karen Eckermann
08 8531 3433

k.eckermann@murraybridge.sa.gov.au

Cr Airlie Keen
0475 515 471

a.keen@murraybridge.sa.gov.au

Cr Tyson Matthews
0413 340 093

t.matthews@murraybridge.sa.gov.au

Cr Mat O’Brien
0450 188 496

m.obrien@murraybridge.sa.gov.au

Cr Clem Schubert
08 8532 1468

c.schubert@murraybridge.sa.gov.au

Cr Wayne Thorley
0429 347 402

w.thorley@murraybridge.sa.gov.au

Cr Fred Toogood
0422 173 806

f.toogood@murraybridge.sa.gov.au 



New Year’s Day Races
1 January
Murray Bridge Racecourse
www.theracessa.com.au

SPLASH! Slip ‘N’ Dip
1 - 28 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

SPLASH! SciWorld Science Pop Up
2 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

SPLASH! Locked & Loaded Laser 
Skirmish
3 & 14 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

SPLASH! Outdoor Cinema Dirty Dancing
4 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

SPLASH! The First Wave Concert
5 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

Ultimate Sprintcar Championship SA
5 January
Murray Bridge Speedway
www.murraybridgespeedway.com

SPLASH! Family Friendly Fishing Day
6 January 
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

SPLASH! Treasure Hunt Tuesday
8 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

SPLASH! Circus Workshops
9 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

SPLASH! Art in the Park
10 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

SPLASH! Lion King Outdoor Cinema & 
Climbing Wall
11 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

LITTLE SPLASH! Family Carnival
12 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

JDRF River Raid - Ride 4 A Reason
13 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
facebook.com/MurraylandsMultisports

SPLASH! Obstacool
14-18 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

SPLASH! Sand Art with Mr Oopy
16 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

SPLASH! SciWorld Rockets
17 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash  

SPLASH! Date Night Outdoor Cinema
18 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

The BIG SPLASH! Ryme, Grind & Climb

19 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

SPLASH! Warrawong 2 U Native Animal 
Workshop

21 Janaury
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

SPLASH! Nature Play

21-25 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash 

SPLASH! Kayaking

22 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash

SPLASH! Ngarrindjeri Weaving

23 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash

SPLASH Bat Adventures

24 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash

SPLASH Outdoor Cinema Storm Boy 1976

25 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/splash

Australia Day Breakfast, Awards and 
Citizenship Ceremony

26 January
Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au

Australia Day Holiday Weekend

27 January
Murray Bridge Racecourse
www.theracessa.com.au

Murray Bridge Fringe

23 February
Sixth Street Murray Bridge
www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au

Calendar of Events

MURRAY RIVER SPLASH!
STURT Reserve will come to life in January as the new month long festival of events 
Murray River SPLASH! unfolds on the foreshore! 
There is plenty of fun on offer for the young (and the young at heart) and most of 
the events are FREE!


