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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
Subject: The Rural City of Murray Bridge and National Desexing Network 

launch subsidised desexing program to prevent unwanted cats  
 

Contact: Heather Barclay / Chief Executive Officer 

  8539 1174/ h.barclay@murraybridge.sa.gov.au  
 

Date:  Tuesday 7 November 2023 
 

The Rural City of Murray Bridge has funded and launched a subsidised desexing and 

microchipping program aimed at assisting residents in managing the cat population. 

This initiative has been supported by a co-funding grant from the Dog and Cat 

Management Board, in collaboration with the National Desexing Network and a local 

veterinary clinic. 

 

This initiative will be available to residents of Murray Bridge Council, including pensioners 

or those with a low income, who are managing the care of multiple cats or have 

welcomed a stray into their home. Eligible residents can take advantage of having their 

cat desexed for a fee of $50, with the added option of microchipping available for $5. 

 

This program is managed by the National Desexing Network. Residents seeking support 

can contact them at 1300 368 992 to determine their eligibility. Upon confirmation, they 

will receive a desexing voucher and can proceed to schedule an appointment with the 

participating veterinary clinic. 

 

Please note that these subsidies are conditional on the availability of Council funds and 

are distributed on a first-come, first-served basis. 

 

Mayor Wayne Thorley is a strong advocate for this beneficial program, highlighting its 

dual role in alleviating the financial burden on the Council related to animal 

management and in contributing to the preservation of native wildlife by reducing the 

number of stray and unwanted cats. 

 

“Desexing is a responsible choice that not only curbs the number of unwanted animals 

but also contributes to a healthier, longer life for pets,” Mayor Thorley remarked. 

 

Dr. Joy Verrinder, Strategic Director of the Animal Welfare League Queensland's 

National Desexing Network, recommends desexing cats between the ages of 2 and 4 

months to prevent unwanted behaviours and early pregnancies. She commends the 

Council and Murray Bridge Vet Clinic for their commitment to this community service. 

 

The National Desexing Network is renowned for its year-round Cooperative Desexing 

Programs, which have been instrumental in achieving significant milestones, such as the 

elimination of euthanasia for healthy and treatable cats in the Gold Coast City area. 

 

https://www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ruralcitymurraybridge
https://www.instagram.com/accounts/login/?next=/ruralcityofmurraybridge/
mailto:council@murraybridge.sa.gov.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAXMl8LxDPk5jmjJPN8dlUg
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQH-AP0NBO9DwgAAAYE2-crICsQMHLbFN82orQyfOM7UMK661TyM4IonAL_39y12tyw2yag1zwPbALQvlvjXhcEnE519J1nXqh5rxUzD8TdanrP5hPimRT9kxB5OTOErykAfwsg=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2F8590738%2Fadmin
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=JtmXSh%2fu&id=0667905F815F77BD0676F0F4DC51B9011717CAC9&thid=OIP.JtmXSh_uyZBaTg1eXd-NtgHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fupload.wikimedia.org%2fwikipedia%2fcommons%2fa%2fa5%2fInstagram_icon.png&exph=5001&expw=5001&q=instagram+icon&simid=608010693353295590&FORM=IRPRST&ck=1B6885BC58A459D2CBD162B7E5B8EF26&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=ousAcxoJ&id=3619819CACE9AC315DA99DDB25DA836F1BFCC397&thid=OIP.ousAcxoJGWCgqfesBj9oXwHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fth.bing.com%2fth%2fid%2fR.a2eb00731a091960a0a9f7ac063f685f%3frik%3dl8P8G2%252bD2iXbnQ%26riu%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.vectorico.com%252fwp-content%252fuploads%252f2018%252f02%252fyoutube-red-squircle.png%26ehk%3dzNGIDYJRy4EL5uVznWoBjTlphCGiMtBPRsm%252f%252bD70KVI%253d%26risl%3d%26pid%3dImgRaw%26r%3d0&exph=1000&expw=1000&q=you+tube+icon&simid=608022001996154143&FORM=IRPRST&ck=AF0C1E99ADCCABEAACEF5DF7263BCEA8&selectedIndex=16
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=q9s2sSjw&id=39FA5ECAB0CCE429B28C07D9EEBE9E3B1B2DC543&thid=OIP.q9s2sSjwz87hMp3bE2WpmwHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fth.bing.com%2fth%2fid%2fR.abdb36b128f0cfcee1329ddb1365a99b%3frik%3dQ8UtGzuevu7ZBw%26riu%3dhttp%253a%252f%252flofrev.net%252fwp-content%252fphotos%252f2017%252f04%252flinkedin_logo.jpg%26ehk%3dWX0fSjGgisCu4YfNc2IBnr7nLADE%252f06resHyt%252fqG1pg%253d%26risl%3d%26pid%3dImgRaw%26r%3d0&exph=1024&expw=1024&q=Libnked+in+icon&simid=608000093370985958&FORM=IRPRST&ck=DCCD00C850ED691F25959DB370724BC5&selectedIndex=1
mailto:h.barclay@murraybridge.sa.gov.au


 

murraybridge.sa.gov.au  @ruralcitymurraybridge @ruralcityofmurraybridge 

   

council@murraybridge.sa.gov.au  Rural City of Murray Bridge  RuralCityOfMurrayBridge 
 

For media inquiries and interview opportunities with Council, please contact Heather 

Barclay, Chief Executive Officer, at 8539 1174. For more details about the program, 

reach out to Joy Verrinder, NDN Strategic Director, on 0417 788 063. 
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