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THE RURAL City of Murray Bridge has joined forces with two other Councils to test the 

market for community water management assets. 
 

The local Council has joined Onkaparinga and Adelaide Hills Councils in a consortium to 

understand market appetite and begin a Registration of Interest (ROI) process to gauge 

potential future ownership and/or management of selected assets.  
 

The Rural City of Murray Bridge water assets include the Community Wastewater 

Management System (CWMS) and Potable Water Schemes, servicing around 90 

households and businesses at Riverglen and Woodlane. 
 

The ROI process, independently managed by Adelaide Equity Partners, will determine if 

there is suitable interest, following an initial Expression of Interest process conducted by 

the Rural City of Murray Bridge in 2018. 
 

The Rural City of Murray Bridge Chief Executive Officer Michael Sedgman said no 

commitment had been made to sell the assets. 
 

“This market exploration is only an early step in a multi-stage process,” he said. 
 

“The elected body of each Council will decide whether they should continue providing 

these services or if an alternative model is preferable. 
 

“There are a wide range of possible outcomes from this process that may benefit 

Councils, water service customers and all ratepayers.  
 

“If there is suitable commercial interest, a decision will be made whether to seek detailed 

tenders.”   
 

Community feedback will help inform the Councils’ decisions, and further community 

engagement will be undertaken if the Councils decide to pursue possible asset 

divestment.  
 

“All three member Councils currently operate these assets to a high standard and the ROI 

process will simply determine whether the assets can be further optimised through either 

sale or a different management model,” said Mr Sedgman. 

mailto:m.sedgman@murraybridge.sa.gov.au


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

What are the CWMS and Potable Water Schemes?  

The CWMS is an essential wastewater disposal service, and Potable Water is the provision 

of drinking water.  
 

What will Council base a decision on? 

Information received through a tender process will help the Council make a decision 

based around the following indicators: 

 Payment of a fair market price for the water assets that reflects their value to the 

general community (which would also generate revenue Council could invest in 

community projects or debt reduction).  

 Willingness to accept and manage the risks of owning and operating the assets.  

 Provision of an acceptable customer outcome including competitive pricing and 

a high level of customer service.  

 Council will consider the details of ongoing ownership of these assets and 

compare this against external offers presented. 
 

Has Council undertaken any community engagement? 

Yes. Initial community engagement undertaken in 2018 showed a high degree of 

community support for Council to continue to own and manage these assets. By 

proceeding with this process, Council will gather information needed to demonstrate to 

the community what a viable alternative might look like.  
 

Will Council do further community engagement? 

Further community engagement would be undertaken if Council decided to proceed 

towards a possible asset sale. Feedback received would be considered as part of the 

decision making process. 
 

What if I still have questions?  

Email enquiries@murraybridge.sa.gov.au using the subject heading ‘Water Assets’.  

 


