
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

about…. Paper Wasps 

 

 

Identification  

Paper wasps have a small head, with medium sized eyes 

and medium length antennae. The body is slender, with a 

very narrow waist. There are two pairs of brown-tinted wings, 

with the first pair larger. The abdomen has some 

yellow/orange bands, but is mainly black.  
 

Habitat  

Paper wasps live in urban areas, forests and woodlands, 

and heath.  
 

Behaviours and Adaptations  

The nest of the paper wasp is a series of cells shaped like an inverted cone made from saliva mixed 

with wood fragments. When it dries the mixture is quite paper-like, and gives these wasps their 

name.  
 

Native paper wasps are smaller than European Wasps, and lack their vivid yellow markings. They 

tend to only be aggressive when defending their nests. 
 

Danger to Humans and First Aid  

Paper wasps can deliver painful stings, but are not as aggressive as European Wasps. They normally 

only attack humans if their nest is disturbed. If stings are multiple, a more severe systemic reaction 

may occur. In some individuals, wasp, bee and ant stings can cause an allergic reaction 

(anaphylaxis), but this is relatively uncommon. Effective treatment is available, which involves 

known bee/ant/wasp sting allergy sufferers carrying a special kit when outdoors.  
 

Paper Wasps in Murray Bridge 

Paper Wasps are present in and around the cliff face adjacent to the Murray Princess Wharf, Sturt 

Reserve, Murray Bridge as well as Swanport Wetland.  
 

Please do not approach or climb the cliff face at Sturt Reserve, Murray Bridge.  

 

Paper Wasps have been present in this location for some time with no reports of stings from the 

general public.  
 

Paper Wasps become very aggressive after poisoning. When breeding is over, Council will spray 

and remove as many nests as possible to discourage recolonisation next year. 
 

Further Information 

If you require further information, please contact Council’s Environment Officer, Glenn Dean on  

(08) 8539 1167 or by email at g.dean@murraybridge.sa.gov.au  
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