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MEDIA RELEASE  
Subject:  Paint the Bridge REaD – Mascot Launch  

Contact: GM Community Development, Kristen Manson 

        08 8539 1140/ k.manson@murraybridge.sa.gov.au 

Date: Monday 29 May 2023 
The Paint the Bridge REaD program is thrilled to announce the launch of its mascot at a Reading Day 

Event in June.  

The Murray Bridge community nurtured the Egg by reading, rhyming and singing over the past few 

months. The program’s mascot will hatch during the event on Saturday 3 June at 10.30am at the 

Murray Bridge Performing Arts and Function Centre (Town Hall). 

In addition to the mascot's debut, the event will feature a special guest appearance by Australia's 

beloved children's singer/songwriter, Peter Combe and a variety of fun activities including a roving 

magician, face painting, music, BBQ and reading opportunities. 

Paint the Bridge REaD was one of a dozen projects to receive a Local Government Early Childhood 

Community Innovation grant to deliver local and community-led programs, in response to local 

needs identified through the Australian Government Australian Early Development Census.  

The project encourages communities to read, talk, sing and play with children from birth to help 

develop the skills necessary for reading and writing. 

The network brought together the Council, Murray Bridge Library, the Tinyeri Children’s Centre Safer 

Family Services, Murray Bridge Community Centre and ac.care Communities for Children 

Murraylands to encourage literacy within the community. 

The Executive Director of the Paint the Town REaD Program, Barbie Bates said, “More than 20% of 

Australian children arrive at school without the skills necessary to make the most of their education.  

Paint the Bridge REaD has helped increase the amount of reading undertaken by families with 

children 0-5 years, improving the chances that these kids have during their schooling years and the 

years beyond.”  

Local Government Association President Dean Johnson said the Paint the Bridge REaD was another 

success of the Local Government Early Childhood Community Innovation grants program.  

“We’ve been delighted to be part of this grants program which is helping deliver local and 

community-led programs to reduce childhood development gaps,” President Johnson said.  

https://www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ruralcitymurraybridge
https://www.instagram.com/accounts/login/?next=/ruralcityofmurraybridge/
mailto:council@murraybridge.sa.gov.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAXMl8LxDPk5jmjJPN8dlUg
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQH-AP0NBO9DwgAAAYE2-crICsQMHLbFN82orQyfOM7UMK661TyM4IonAL_39y12tyw2yag1zwPbALQvlvjXhcEnE519J1nXqh5rxUzD8TdanrP5hPimRT9kxB5OTOErykAfwsg=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2F8590738%2Fadmin
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=JtmXSh%2fu&id=0667905F815F77BD0676F0F4DC51B9011717CAC9&thid=OIP.JtmXSh_uyZBaTg1eXd-NtgHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fupload.wikimedia.org%2fwikipedia%2fcommons%2fa%2fa5%2fInstagram_icon.png&exph=5001&expw=5001&q=instagram+icon&simid=608010693353295590&FORM=IRPRST&ck=1B6885BC58A459D2CBD162B7E5B8EF26&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=ousAcxoJ&id=3619819CACE9AC315DA99DDB25DA836F1BFCC397&thid=OIP.ousAcxoJGWCgqfesBj9oXwHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fth.bing.com%2fth%2fid%2fR.a2eb00731a091960a0a9f7ac063f685f%3frik%3dl8P8G2%252bD2iXbnQ%26riu%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.vectorico.com%252fwp-content%252fuploads%252f2018%252f02%252fyoutube-red-squircle.png%26ehk%3dzNGIDYJRy4EL5uVznWoBjTlphCGiMtBPRsm%252f%252bD70KVI%253d%26risl%3d%26pid%3dImgRaw%26r%3d0&exph=1000&expw=1000&q=you+tube+icon&simid=608022001996154143&FORM=IRPRST&ck=AF0C1E99ADCCABEAACEF5DF7263BCEA8&selectedIndex=16
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=q9s2sSjw&id=39FA5ECAB0CCE429B28C07D9EEBE9E3B1B2DC543&thid=OIP.q9s2sSjwz87hMp3bE2WpmwHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fth.bing.com%2fth%2fid%2fR.abdb36b128f0cfcee1329ddb1365a99b%3frik%3dQ8UtGzuevu7ZBw%26riu%3dhttp%253a%252f%252flofrev.net%252fwp-content%252fphotos%252f2017%252f04%252flinkedin_logo.jpg%26ehk%3dWX0fSjGgisCu4YfNc2IBnr7nLADE%252f06resHyt%252fqG1pg%253d%26risl%3d%26pid%3dImgRaw%26r%3d0&exph=1024&expw=1024&q=Libnked+in+icon&simid=608000093370985958&FORM=IRPRST&ck=DCCD00C850ED691F25959DB370724BC5&selectedIndex=1
https://murraybridgepafc.com/


murraybridge.sa.gov.au  @ruralcitymurraybridge @ruralcityofmurraybridge 
   
council@murraybridge.sa.gov.au  Rural City of Murray Bridge  RuralCityOfMurrayBridge 

 

“Libraries are a big part of communities and this project is helping children from an early age 

discover the wonders of reading – developing their imagination, language and critical thinking, 

which we know encourages them to be lifelong learners as they grow.”  

For information about the program, contact Lee Prestwood, Community Safety, Wellbeing and 

Inclusion Officer at L.Prestwood@murraybridge.sa.gov.au, or visit the Paint the Bridge REaD 

webpage here.  
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