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POLICY STATEMENT 
Both State Government and Council policy recognise the Rural City of Murray Bridge 
as a location for significant infrastructure investment and population growth. The 
in t roduct ion  of  the P lann ing Deve lopment  and In f ras t ructure Act  
(2016)  and i t s  key po l icy  tool  “The P lann ing and Des ign  Code”(2021)  
p rov ide Counc i l  the  abi l i t y  to ensure the Rura l  C i ty  o f  Mur ray  B r idge 
grows in an orderly and prosperous manner, proactively leads growth, and that 
potential conflicts and impacts from development are minimised.  

OBJECTIVES 
To provide an assessment and management framework for when a third party requests to 
wholly or partly fund a Code Amendment (to update the Planning and Design Code) and to 
ensure the delivery of strategic outcomes for Council and/or the community. 

SCOPE 
In order to ensure the Planning and Design Code reflects Council’s growth or other 
planning requirements, a Code Amendment must be undertaken. This replaces the 
previous Development Plan Amendment process that was necessary under the 
provisions of the now rescinded Development Act.   

Council may not be in a position to promptly resource all anticipated Code 
Amendments, nor will all Code Amendments necessary align with the strategic planning 
priorities of the Council.  The legislation allows for a person who has an interest in the 
land (principally developers) to initiate and privately finance a Code Amendment. 
This provides one avenue to Council to en ab le  the  p rogres s  o f  a  Cod e  
Amendment  where  i t  may  not  o the rw i se  be pos s ib le .   
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This policy outlines a clear, open and transparent process that separates the receipt of 
private funds from the Code Amendment process thus mitigating Council’s exposure to 
risk. 

PRINCIPLES 
This policy adheres to the following principles; 

1.  Payment of private funds to Council for investigations into planning policies 
should be separated a n d  d i s t i n c t  from the Code Amendment process. 

2.  The private financier should cover all costs in the initiation, preparation and 
authorisation of the Code Amendment, including any Council data management 
changes in response to the Code Amendment (Authority and GIS) and any court costs 
associated with legal challenges. 

3.  The legal agreement between the Council and private financier should state 
that a private financier is funding an open and transparent process which 
provides no guarantee that the financier will receive any advantage from the 
Code Amendment. 

4.  At all stages the Code Amendment should declare the private funding 
through the public release of the legal agreement and via inclusion in the 
Proposal to initiate a Code Amendment document. 

5.  Council will maintain control, independence and planning professionalism in 
the Code Amendment process, and ensure Code Amendment Investigations 
are impartial and conducted by professional and qualified persons. 

6.  Council can at any time withdraw the Code Amendment at Council’s discretion; and 

7.  Only Code Amendments with a strategic context and outcome should be 
pursued. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 
A Code Amendment requires a strategic context. This context should be identified 
through; 

 State Planning Policies; 
 Relevant Regional Plans; 
 Other strategic documents; 
 Or as part of an emerging social, environmental or economic issue. 

The processing of Code Amendments must require a strategic context. Privately funded 
investigations into planning policies and any subsequent Code Amendments should 
adhere to the process outlined in Figure 1. 

The proposed Code Amendment should be considered along with timing and priorities 
in the policy programme. The capacity for Council to process privately funded Code 
Amendments will be influenced by existing workloads and priorities. The full Code 
Amendment process cannot be outsourced and consideration will be given to current 
work commitments. 
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Figure 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council assess strategic context to determine whether or not to proceed 

Private financier approaches Council with a Code Amendment issue and provides a Statement 
of Strategic Context 

Proposed Code Amendment not 
suitable to proceed 

Refusal 

Process A 
Consultant engaged by Council 

Council (or Council consultant) 
reviews Code Amendment 

documents  
(Management Guideline) 

Process B 
Consultant engaged by Financier 

Legal Agreement and Project Cost estimated  
(Management Guideline) 

Proposed Code Amendment suitable to proceed 

Code Amendment proceeds in accordance with the requirements of the Planning 
Development and Infrastructure Act (201) (Management Guideline) 

Payment of project cost to 
Council  

(Management Guideline) 

Council contracts consultant to 
undertake investigations 

(Management Guidelines) 

Code Amendment documents to 
Council for consideration 
(Management Guideline) 
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FINITION 
 


