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The Murray Bridge Stormwater Management and Reuse Scheme is fast approaching an 
exciting period that will see the first stage of the proposed stormwater harvesting and 
distribution system constructed across the City.  This system is designed to provide a diverse 
and secure water supply that will increase the City’s resilience to drought, improve flood 
protection, and restore the health of the River Murray.  The Scheme will also provide 
opportunities for the beautification of the City’s public open spaces, ensuring that Murray 
Bridge remains a vibrant and progressive place to live and do business for future generations. 

The first stage of the works will involve the following: 

• Lining and landscaping of the recently constructed Gifford Hill Lagoon, which will store 
over 110 megalitres of harvested stormwater on land that has been generously donated 
to Council by the Murray Bridge Racing Club 

• A new pump station at 33-35 Old Swanport Road that will treat the harvested stormwater 
so that it can used for irrigation of parks and sports fields throughout Murray Bridge 

• Upgrade of existing Council stormwater infrastructure at Rural Avenue Wetland, 
Cemetery Basin, and Golf Course Basin to capture stormwater and improve the level of 
flood protection to surrounding properties 

• Almost 8km of new pipelines that will transport the harvested stormwater to the Gifford Hill 
Lagoon for storage, and then distribute the treated water throughout Murray Bridge for 
irrigation 

When the first stage of works become 
operational in late 2015 it will also 
begin harvesting stormwater from the 
Gifford Hill Racetrack site, where 
$1.567M of stormwater works have 
already been completed by the 
Gifford Hill Joint Venture as part of the 
Scheme. 

Whilst there has been no breach of 
any agreements, the delay in the 
continuation of development at the 
Gifford Hill and Newbridge sites has 
meant that the development’s 
stormwater works are no longer able to 
be completed within the project 
timeframe set out in the Australian 

Government funding agreement.  Therefore on Tuesday 13 January 2015 Council resolved to 
increase the Council contribution to the Scheme to maintain the $14.23M budget.   

The Scheme will enable stormwater to be harvested from existing 
Council basins such as the Rural Avenue Wetland (pictured) 
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As a result the second stage of the works, to be undertaken throughout late 2015 and early 
2016, will now involve the expansion of the harvesting and distribution system to include more 
of Council’s existing stormwater basins (instead of the planned stormwater works at the 
development sites). 

This is a terrific outcome that enables more of Council’s existing stormwater infrastructure to 
be renewed and upgraded as part of the current Scheme, and which could see the volume 
of stormwater harvested from the Scheme more than triple when the Gifford Hill Joint Venture 
complete the planned stormwater works at the eagerly awaited Gifford Hill and Newbridge 
developments in the future. 

Council, in partnership with the Australian Government, the Murray Bridge Racing Club and 
the Gifford Hill Joint Venture, are excited to share more information about the Scheme with 
you.  Plans that show the upcoming works are currently being displayed in the foyer at the 
Local Government Centre.   

A public information session will be held at the Local Government Centre on Wednesday 25 
February 2015, and we would encourage you to attend and take the opportunity to meet 
the project team and learn more about the upcoming works: 

• Date:  25 February 2015 
• Time:  4pm to 7pm 
• Venue:  Local Government Centre  

The Murray Bridge Stormwater Management and Reuse Scheme is being delivered by 
Council, in partnership with the Australian Government, the Murray Bridge Racing Club and 
the Gifford Hill Joint Venture.  The Scheme has a total budget of $14.23M and is supported 
through funding from the Australian’s Government’s National Urban Water and Desalination 
Plan.   

Further information on the scheme is available via www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au or by 
collecting a Project Fact Sheet from the Local Government Centre at 2 Seventh Street, 
Murray Bridge.  If you have any queries please contact Council on 8539 1160. 

 
Simon Bradley 
GENERAL MANAGER INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 
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