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Minutes of the Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Local Government Centre 

2 Seventh Street, Murray Bridge, on Monday 14 October, 2019, commencing at 7 pm. 

 

PRESENT His Worship the Mayor, Brenton Lewis 

Cr Andrew Baltensperger 

Cr John De Michele 

Cr Karen Eckermann 

Cr Airlie Keen 

Cr Tyson Matthews 

Cr Mat O’Brien 

Cr Clem Schubert 

Cr Wayne Thorley 

Cr Fred Toogood 

 

 

IN ATTENDANCE Mr Michael Sedgman, Chief Executive Officer 

 Ms Heather Barclay, General Manager Assets & Infrastructure  

 Mr Tim Vonderwall, General Manger Corporate Services 

 Ms Kristen Manson, General Manager Community Development 

Ms Ros Kruger, Minute Taker 

 

 

 

  

155. CIVIC PRAYER 

Almighty God, we humbly beseech Thee to grant thy blessing upon the work of this 

Council.  Direct and prosper its deliberations to the advancement of Thy Glory, and 

the true welfare of the People of this District.  Amen. 

 

 

 

156. RECOGNITION OF CONTRIBUTORS TO OUR COMMUNITY 

We acknowledge the Ngarrindjeri people as the traditional owners of this land on 

which we meet and work. We respect and acknowledge their spiritual connection 

as the custodians of this land and that their cultural heritage beliefs are still 

important to the living people today. 
 

We recognise the living culture and combined energies of the Ngarrindjeri people, 

our global Pioneers and Community Members today for their unique contribution 

to the life of our Region. 

 

 

157. APOLOGIES  

Nil  
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158. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

Recommendation: 

That the minutes of the Meeting of Council held on the 9 September, 2019 as 

circulated to Members, be taken as read. 

 

 

 

Cr Toogood moved 

That the recommendation be adopted – namely, 

That the minutes of the Meeting of Council held on the 9 September, 2019 as circulated to 

Members, be taken as read. 

Seconded by Cr Baltensperger and CARRIED 
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159. DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST  

In line with Section 74 of the Local Government Act,1999 

(1) A member of a council who has an interest in a matter before the Council 

must disclose the interest to the Council. 

(2) A member in making a disclosure under subsection (1) must provide full and 

accurate details of the relevant interest. 

(3) A disclosure made under subsection (1) must be recorded in the minutes of 

the council (including details of the relevant interest). 

 
Members to advise of any Conflict of Interest Declarations 

 

Item No & Title 162.1 – Community Advisory 

Committee Minutes 24 September 

2019 

Elected Member Name Cr Eckermann 

Nature of  Interest Conflict – Secretary of a Community 

Group receiving a Community 

Grant 

Manner in which conflict will be dealt with Leave the Chamber 

Result of Decision Carried 
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KE  

160. COMMUNICATIONS REPORT 

 
160.1 MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS  

Author Ashleigh Atze 

 

 

11 September 2019 Business Advisory Forum Workshop 

12 September 2019 Meeting with CEO and Tim Smythe (CEO, MRLGA) 

16 September 2019 Local Government Reform Consultation Forum 

17 September 2019 Murray Bridge Safe Meeting 

Photo with CEO and Mr Adrian Pederick MP – Announcement of 

Swimming Pool Masterplan Funding 

 Mayor and CEO Catchup 

 Citizenship Ceremony 

 Elected Member Briefing 

18 September 2019  LGA Circular Procurement Pilot Project - MOU signing ceremony  

  Launch of Community Hearts 

20 September 2019  Attended announcement at Monarto Safari Park 

21 September 2019  UniSA Australian HPV Super Series Race Start 

23 September 2019  Leader to Leader Meeting with NRA 

  Mayor and CEO Catchup 

  Elected Member Briefing 

25 September 2019  MDA Region 6 Stakeholder Symposium 

26 September 2019  Murray Darling Association - Inter Regional Meeting 

 Reception Celebrating the 70th Anniversary of the Founding of 

the People's Republic of China 

29 September 2019 Community Event with Murraylands Resource Centre 

30 September 2019 Mayor and CEO Catchup 

 Elected Member Briefing 

1 October 2019 Murray Bridge Historic Transport Precinct Working Party Meeting 

 Murray Darling Basin Authority - Regional Meeting Dinner 

7 October 2019 Southern Carriage Driving Society - 2019 Masters Games 

Championships & Medal Presentation  

8 October 2019 Mayor and CEO Catchup 

 Citizenship Ceremony 

 Elected Member Briefing 

9 October 2019 Spring Garden Competition Meeting 

10 October 2019 Special Citizenship Ceremony 

 

 

I note the passing of Rayleigh Burgess on the 12 September 2019.   Rayleigh was a very 

active participant of Murray Watch for some 31 years and devoted her life to addressing her 

concerns for the river and environs, the flora and fauna and everything that goes with it. 
Rayleigh was also a regular attendee of Council meetings since the early 1980s however 

due to her health was not able to attend many in recent years. 

 

Rayleigh was a wonderful contributor to our Community and will be missed by many. 

 

 
 

Recommendation 

That item number 160.1 on the Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received and noted. 
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Attachments 

Nil 

 

 

Cr Eckermann moved 

That the recommendation be adopted – namely, 

That item number 160.1 on the Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received and noted. 

Seconded by Cr Schubert and CARRIED 
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160.2 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER COMMUNICATIONS  

Author Ashleigh Atze 

 

  

10 September 2019 ELT Meeting 

11 September 2019 Business Advisory Forum Workshop 

 LG Professionals SA AGM 

12 September 2019 Staff Meeting 

 Meeting with Mayor and Tim Smythe (CEO, MRLGA) 

 Unity College RUOK Day BBQ 

Meeting with Murray Bridge Golf Club President and Committee 

Members 

16 September 2019 Local Government Reform Consultation Forum 

 MRLGA CEO Network Meeting 

 Eddie Woo Networking Event 

17 September 2019 Murray Bridge Safe Meeting 

Photo with Mayor and Mr Adrian Pederick MP – Announcement 

of Swimming Pool Masterplan Funding 

Mayor and CEO Catchup 

Citizenship Ceremony 

Elected Member Briefing 

18 September 2019 LGA Circular Procurement Pilot Project - MOU signing ceremony 

 Meeting with Leonie Boothby (Acting CEO, RDA) 

19 September 2019 Mellor Olsson CEO Luncheon with Minister Knoll 

20 September 2019 Governance Institute of Australia - State Council Meeting 

21 September 2019 UniSA Australian HPV Super Series Race Start 

23 September 2019 Leader to Leader Meeting with NRA 

 Mayor and CEO Catchup 

 Elected Member Briefing 

24 September 2019 ELT Meeting 

 Photo for 2019 Christmas Hamper Appeal 

25 September 2019 MRLCTA Board Meeting 

 Meeting with Ben Scales (CEO, Mid Murray Council) 

26 September 2019 Meeting with Kathryn Murray (KPMG) 

 LG Professionals SA Rural Management Challenge 

27 September 2019 Meeting with General Manager Assets & Infrastructure & DPTI 

Representatives 

30 September 2019 Leadership Team Meeting 

 Mayor and CEO Catchup 

 Elected Member Briefing 

1 October 2019 Meeting with General Manager Community Development, 

Elaine Bensted and Steve Callery (Zoos SA) 

2 October 2019 Audit Committee Meeting 

3 October 2019 Staff Meeting 

 Meeting with Stevie Sanders (LGA) 

 Meeting with Manager City Assets & Marianne Wierda (DPTI) 

4 October 2019 LG Professionals SA CEO Network Forum 

 Meeting with MRLCTA Chair (Ian Hill) 

8 October 2019 ELT Meeting 

 Mayor and CEO Catchup 

 Citizenship Ceremony 

 Elected Member Briefing 

9 October 2019 Murray Bridge Learning Campus Executive Steering Committee  

10 October 2019 MRLGA Meeting 



 

Council 

Monday 14 October, 2019 

Public Minutes 
10 

  

 

 Special Citizenship Ceremony 

11 October 2019 Meeting with General Manager Community Development, 

General Manager Corporate Services and Alistair McFarlane 

(Beston Global Foods) 

 

 

 
 

Recommendation 

That item number 160.2 on the Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received and noted. 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil 

 

 

Cr Schubert moved 

That the recommendation be adopted – namely, 

That item number 160.2 on the Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received and noted. 

Seconded by Cr Thorley and CARRIED 
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161. DEPUTATIONS   

(Regulation 11 of the Local Government (Procedures at Meeting) Regulations 2013) 

In line with Council policy G15 Deputations to Council, if a decision is required, a 

report will be presented to the next meeting of Council to allow Council to make a 

determination.  Deputations will be allocated up to 10 minutes to present their 

case to Council followed by questions from Elected Members.   

 

Nil 
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162. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES (S41 AND SUBSIDIARIES)  

 
162.1 COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 24 SEPTEMBER 2019  

Author Kristen Manson 

 

Legislative () Corporate (X) Other () 

Purpose 

For Council to receive and note the minutes of the Community Advisory Committee held on 

the 24th September 2019.  

 

A copy of the minutes of the Community Advisory Committee meeting held on 24th 

September 2019 are provided as Attachment 1.  

 

Items formally considered at the meeting were: 

1. Community Action Group Minutes 20th August 2019; 

2. Sport and Recreation Advisory Group Minutes 5th  September 2019; 

3. Community Grants September 2019. 

 
 

Strategic Plan 

Goal 2 - Great People and Lifestyle  

2.2 - Care for the Community 

 
 

Recommendation 

1. That item number 162.1 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received and noted. 

2. That Council notes the Community Action Group Minutes of 20 August 2019. 

3. That Council endorse the recommendations as detailed in the Community Advisory 

Committee Minutes Item 19.2 as follows: 

3.1. That the Sport and Recreation Advisory Group Minutes of 5th September 2019 be 

noted.  

3.2. That the application by the Ramblers Netball Club for a Sport and Recreation 

Facilities Grant in the amount of $20,378.27 be approved subject to ‘YES’ 

responses to the first 10 questions on the STARclub Club Development Program 

approved by the Murraylands STARclub Field Officer. 

4. That Council endorse the recommendations as detailed in the Community Advisory 

Committee Minutes Item 19.3 as follows:  

4.1. That the Community Advisory Committee recommends to Council the endorsement 

of the recommendations as detailed in Attachment 1 allocated from the 2019/20 

budget as follows: 

a) An amount of $39,910 be allocated from the 2019/20 Community Grants Budget  

b) An amount of $6,378 be allocated from the 2019/20 Small Wins budget 

c) An amount of $2,850 be allocated from the 2019/20 Zsolt Telkesi Scholarship 

budget; 

d) An amount of $6,200 is allocated from the 2019/20 Environmental Grants budget. 

e) An amount of $13,744 is allocated from the 2019/20 River Front Activation Grants 

budget 

 

 

 
 

Attachments 
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1⇩ .  Community Advisory Committee Minutes September 2019 Attachment 

   

 

Cr Karen Eckermann left the meeting, the time being 07:11 PM due to a conflict of interest as 

Cr Eckermann is the secretary of a community group receiving a community grant. 

 

Cr Baltensperger moved 

That the recommendation be adopted – namely, 

1. That item number 162.1 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received and noted. 

2. That Council notes the Community Action Group Minutes of 20 August 2019. 

3. That Council endorse the recommendations as detailed in the Community Advisory 

Committee Minutes Item 19.2 as follows: 

3.1. That the Sport and Recreation Advisory Group Minutes of 5th September 2019 be 

noted.  

3.2. That the application by the Ramblers Netball Club for a Sport and Recreation 

Facilities Grant in the amount of $20,378.27 be approved subject to ‘YES’ 

responses to the first 10 questions on the STARclub Club Development Program 

approved by the Murraylands STARclub Field Officer. 

4. That Council endorse the recommendations as detailed in the Community Advisory 

Committee Minutes Item 19.3 as follows:  

4.1. That the Community Advisory Committee recommends to Council the endorsement 

of the recommendations as detailed in Attachment 1 allocated from the 2019/20 

budget as follows: 

a) An amount of $39,910 be allocated from the 2019/20 Community Grants Budget  

b) An amount of $6,378 be allocated from the 2019/20 Small Wins budget 

c) An amount of $2,850 be allocated from the 2019/20 Zsolt Telkesi Scholarship 

budget; 

d) An amount of $6,200 is allocated from the 2019/20 Environmental Grants budget. 

e) An amount of $13,744 is allocated from the 2019/20 River Front Activation Grants 

budget 

 

Seconded by Cr Thorley and CARRIED 

 

 

 Cr Karen Eckermann returned to the meeting, the time being 07:12 PM 
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Attachment 1 Community Advisory Committee Minutes September 2019 
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162.2 AUDIT COMMITTEE MINUTES 2 OCTOBER 2019  

Author Ros Kruger 

 

 

Legislative (x) Corporate () Other () 

Purpose 

For Council to receive the minutes of the Audit Committee held on the 2 October 2019. 

 

A copy of the minutes are provided as Attachment 1. 

 

A summary of items discussed and recommendations to Council are as follows: 

 

S17.1  In-Camera Discussions with External Auditors 

 That the item be received and noted 

 

S17.2 Certification of 2018-19 Financial Statements 

 That Council authorise the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer to sign the certification 

of financial statements for 2018-19 in their final form when completed. 

 

S17.3 Audited Financial Statements 2018-2019 

1. That the Audit Committee, having reviewed the Audited Financial Statements for 

2018-19 contained in Attachment 1 considers that the Audited Financial 

Statements 2018-19 present fairly the state of affairs of Council. 

2. That the Audit Committee notes the Management Representation letter 

(Attachment 2, the Audit Clearance Letter (Attachment 3) and the Management 

Letter (Attachment 4) 

3. That the Audit Committee recommends that the Audited Financial Statements 

2018-19 be subsequently laid before the Council for adoption on 14 October 

2019. 

4. That the Chief Executive Officer and the Audit Committee Presiding Member be 

authorised to sign the Certification of Auditor Independence Statement following 

receipt of the signed Statement by the Auditor. 

 

S17.4 Draft 2018-2019 Annual Report 

That the Audit Committee recommends endorsement of the Annual Report 2018-19 

to the Council, noting the Chief Executive may make minor editorial changes as 

required. 

 

S17.5 Asset Management Plan – Civil and Transport Infrastructure 

That Audit Committee recommend the 2019-2024 Civil and Transport Infrastructure 

Asset Management Plan to Council for endorsement for public consultation 

 

S17.6 Asset Management Plan – Plant and Fleet 

That Audit Committee recommend the 2019/2024 Plant and Fleet Asset 

Management Plan to Council for endorsement for public consultation. 

 

S17.7 Internal Audit Report – Customer Service 

That the item be received and noted 

 

S17.8 Internal Audit Program - Update 

That the Audit Committee notes the status of the actions arising from the Internal 

Audit Program and the proposed revised dates of the actions as detailed in this 

report. 
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S17.9 Public Interest Disclosure Act 2018 

1. That the Audit Committee recommend to Council that it notes the Public Interest 

Disclosure Guideline, Attachment 1,  noting it replaces the Whistleblowers 

Protection Policy 

2. That the Audit Committee recommend to Council the endorsement of the 

revised  Fraud & Corruption Prevention Policy, Reporting Fraud & Corruption 

Reporting Process, and Complaint Framework, Attachments 2, 3 and 4. 

3. That the Audit Committee recommend to Council the endorsement of the 

revised Audit Committee Terms of Reference, Attachment 5 

 

S17.10 Audit Committee Activity Report 2018-2019 

1. That item number S17.10 on the Special Audit Committee agenda of 2 October 

2019 be received and endorsed for referral to Council for information. 

2. That the Audit Committee Chair be invited to brief Council on the activities of the 

Audit Committee at its meeting on the 9 December 2019. 

 

S17.11 Development of Strategic Plan 

That the item be received and noted 

 

S18.1 Audit Committee Self Assessment 2018-2019 

That the item be received and noted 

 

 

 

 
 

Recommendation 

1. That item number 162.2 on the Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received . 

2. S17.2 – Certification of 2018-2019 Financial Statements 

 That Council authorise the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer to sign the certification 

of financial statements for 2018-19 in their final form when completed. 

3. S17.3 – Audited Financial Statements 2018-2019 

a. That the Audit Committee having reviewed the Audited Financial Statements 

for 2018-19 contained in Attachment 1 considers that the Audited Financial 

Statements 2018-19 present fairly the state of affairs of Council. 

b. That the Audit Committee notes the Management Representation letter 

(Attachment 2, the Audit Clearance Letter (Attachment 3) and the 

Management Letter (Attachment 4) 

c. That the Chief Executive Officer and the Audit Committee Presiding Member 

be authorised to sign the Certification of Auditor Independence Statement 

following receipt of the signed Statement by the Auditor. 

d. That Council adopts  the Audited Financial Statements 2018-19 laid before the 

Council  

4. S17.4 – Draft 2018-2019 Annual Report 

That Council endorse the Annual Report 2018-19 noting the Chief Executive may 

make minor editorial changes as required. 

5. S17.5 – Asset Management Plan – Civil and Transport Infrastructure 

That Council endorse the 2019-2024 Civil and Transport Infrastructure Asset 

Management Plan to Council for public consultation 

6. S17.6 – Asset Management Plan – Plant and Fleet 

That Council endorse the 2019/2024 Plant and Fleet Asset Management Plan for 

public consultation. 

7. S17.8 – Internal Audit Program update  
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That Council notes the status of the actions arising from the Internal Audit Program 

and the proposed revised dates of the actions as detailed in this report. 

8. S17.9 – Public Interest Disclosure Act 2018 

a. That Council notes the Public Interest Disclosure Guideline, Attachment 1,  

noting it replaces the Whistleblowers Protection Policy 

b. That Council endorses the revised  Fraud & Corruption Prevention Policy, 

Reporting Fraud & Corruption Reporting Process, and Complaint Framework, 

Attachments 2, 3 and 4. 

c. That Council endorse the revised Audit Committee Terms of Reference, 

Attachment 5 

9. S17.10 – Audit Committee Activity Report 2018-2019 

a. That Council note the report and invite the Audit Committee Chair to brief 

Council on the activities of the Audit Committee at its meeting on the 9 

December 2019. 

10. S17.1 – In-camera Discussions with External Auditors 

 S17.7 – Internal Audit Report – Customer Service 

 S17.11 – Development of Strategic Plan 

 S28-1 – Audit Committee Self-Assessment 2018-2019 

 That the reports be received and noted. 

 
 

Attachments 

1⇩ .  Audit Committee Minutes Attachment 

  

 

 

Cr Toogood moved 

That the recommendation be adopted – namely, 

1. That item number 162.2 on the Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received . 

2. S17.2 – Certification of 2018-2019 Financial Statements 

 That Council authorise the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer to sign the certification 

of financial statements for 2018-19 in their final form when completed. 

3. S17.3 – Audited Financial Statements 2018-2019 

a. That the Audit Committee having reviewed the Audited Financial Statements 

for 2018-19 contained in Attachment 1 considers that the Audited Financial 

Statements 2018-19 present fairly the state of affairs of Council. 

b. That the Audit Committee notes the Management Representation letter 

(Attachment 2, the Audit Clearance Letter (Attachment 3) and the 

Management Letter (Attachment 4) 

c. That the Chief Executive Officer and the Audit Committee Presiding Member 

be authorised to sign the Certification of Auditor Independence Statement 

following receipt of the signed Statement by the Auditor. 

d. That Council adopts  the Audited Financial Statements 2018-19 laid before the 

Council  

4. S17.4 – Draft 2018-2019 Annual Report 

That Council endorse the Annual Report 2018-19 noting the Chief Executive may 

make minor editorial changes as required. 

5. S17.5 – Asset Management Plan – Civil and Transport Infrastructure 

That Council endorse the 2019-2024 Civil and Transport Infrastructure Asset 

Management Plan to Council for public consultation 

6. S17.6 – Asset Management Plan – Plant and Fleet 

That Council endorse the 2019/2024 Plant and Fleet Asset Management Plan for 



 

Council 

Monday 14 October, 2019 

Public Minutes 
41 

  

 

public consultation. 

7. S17.8 – Internal Audit Program update  

That Council notes the status of the actions arising from the Internal Audit Program 

and the proposed revised dates of the actions as detailed in this report. 

8. S17.9 – Public Interest Disclosure Act 2018 

a. That Council notes the Public Interest Disclosure Guideline, Attachment 1,  

noting it replaces the Whistleblowers Protection Policy 

b. That Council endorses the revised  Fraud & Corruption Prevention Policy, 

Reporting Fraud & Corruption Reporting Process, and Complaint Framework, 

Attachments 2, 3 and 4. 

c. That Council endorse the revised Audit Committee Terms of Reference, 

Attachment 5 

9. S17.10 – Audit Committee Activity Report 2018-2019 

a. That Council note the report and invite the Audit Committee Chair to brief 

Council on the activities of the Audit Committee at its meeting on the 9 

December 2019. 

10. S17.1 – In-camera Discussions with External Auditors 

 S17.7 – Internal Audit Report – Customer Service 

 S17.11 – Development of Strategic Plan 

 S28-1 – Audit Committee Self-Assessment 2018-2019 

 That the reports be received and noted. 

 

Seconded by Cr Thorley and CARRIED 
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REPORTS FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 

The Community Plan identifies four themes, with each theme articulating the desired 

objectives of our community as identified during the Council’s engagement with 

community members during July through to September 2015. 

 

The aim of the Community Plan, its themes and objectives is to guide the planning, 

decision making and actions of Council, our partners, community groups and the 

broader community to achieve Thriving Communities. 

 

The Strategic Plan 2016-2020 outlines Council’s commitment to the community to 

deliver the first stage of the Community Plan over the four years to 2020. 

 

This commitment is articulated in accord with the Community Plan Strategic Themes: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Great People and Lifestyle 
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163. VALUED ENVIRONMENT 

 
163.1 DECLARATION OF A CLIMATE EMERGENCY  

Author Malcolm Downie 

 

Legislative () Corporate () Other (X) 

Purpose 

For Council to consider the request to declare a climate emergency. 

Background 

At its meeting of 8 July 2019, Council received a delegation from two Year 5 students, Casey 

Taylor from Murray Bridge who attends Mannum Community College and Amity Bailey from 

Mannum who attends Unity College. Casey and Amity requested Council to consider 

becoming the 6th local government authority in South Australia to declare a climate 

emergency. 

 

Since the July 2019, Council meeting, a motion declaring Australia is facing a climate 

emergency has passed the upper house of the South Australian Parliament and youth 

climate activist Greta Thunberg lambasted world leaders in her address to the UN summit 

held during September 2019. 

 

1,034 jurisdictions in 19 countries have declared a climate emergency. Populations covered 

by jurisdictions that have declared a climate emergency amount to 266 million citizens, with 

47 million of these living in the United Kingdom or 70% of the population. In New Zealand, this 

is 74 per cent of the population. It is around 25 per cent in countries like Switzerland and 

Italy. 

 

In Australia, where the climate emergency declaration mobilisation and petition was 

launched in May 2016, over 50 jurisdictions representing roughly 6 million people – over a 

fifth of the population – have declared a climate emergency, including the government of 

the Australian Capital Territory, based in the capital Canberra. More than 100 of the 

candidates in the May 2019 Federal election had signed the Climate Emergency 

Declaration petition. 

 

In South Australia, five councils have now declared a Climate Emergency; Adelaide City 

Council, Adelaide Hills Council, Gawler Town Council, Light Regional Council and Port 

Lincoln City Council. Alexandrina Council is considering joining the declaration. 

 

It is therefore very timely for Council to make a decision in relation to climate change. 

However declaring a climate emergency and not acting appropriately will ultimately be 

seen as a failure of Council and likely to earn negative publicity similar to previous 

declarations such as “no child will live in poverty by 1990” or “there will be no species loss in 

SA”. 

 

Proposal 

Administration will prepare a Climate Emergency Plan which would include strategies that 

reduce Council’s carbon footprint, reduce waste, reduce water use and help prevent 

further impacts on the environment. 

 

Victoria’s Darebin Council was the first local authority in Australia to declare a Climate 

Emergency in 2016. They have produced a resource guide for other councils to use (refer 

Attachment 1). 
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Within the resource guide there are five key processes identified in developing an effective 

climate emergency response: 

1. Taking leadership: Declaring a climate emergency: By declaring or acknowledging the 

climate emergency, your council would be recognising the catastrophic changes to the 

world’s climate caused by human activity and resulting in a loss of a safe climate, which 

threatens all life on earth. Your council would commit to tackling climate change, by 

taking urgent action at a scale and speed that will restore a safe climate. 

2. Get your house in order: Embed climate emergency action in all council strategies, plans 

and actions:  Your council has many levers to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 

begin drawing down excess greenhouse gas emissions. After declaring a climate 

emergency Administration would develop a Climate Emergency Plan. This will outline all 

actions that Council will take to embed a climate emergency response into its 

operations. Engagement and advocacy would be a fundamental part of the Climate 

Emergency Plan. 

3. Mobilise and build the climate emergency mandate: Get your community active: 

The current political situation combined with the climate emergency itself can seem an 

overwhelming, insurmountable problem, so large that it is difficult to imagine how our 

individual actions can have effect. By working together we can find the solutions locally, 

nationally and globally. 

4. Global movement building: Reach out to other councils: Since the first council climate 

emergency declaration in 2016, we now have two national governments, eight state-

level governments and over 600 local governments worldwide having declared and this 

is rising every week. 

5. Upwards: Advocate to state and federal government: Councils cannot do the safe 

climate restoration work alone and it is state, federal and global levels which will have 

the most powerful impact on the climate emergency. Collaborative campaigns - 

involving partners such as other councils, educational institutions, industry groups and 

community organisations - must advocate for effective action and significant changes to 

state, federal and international government policy, legislation and funding. 

 

Council can choose to do as little or as much as it determines is required from amending 

policy and undertaking minimal cost actions e.g. preparing heat shelters for major heat 

events, to more costly and very effective options such as seeking carbon neutrality and 

possibly becoming positive. There are substantial resources available to help Council 

decide what approaches are available. 

 

It is most important that Council does not declare a Climate Emergency without taking the 

next steps to be active in this area and that any options chosen become implemented 

within and across Council without delay. 

Legislative Requirements 

The Local Government Act 1999 

Council Policy 

Climate Change Adaption Report 2013 

Environmental Management Plan 2013-2018 (currently under review) 

Financial Implications 

There are no financial implications arising from this report. Any identified actions that require 

funding would be brought back to Council for approval. 
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Risk 

There are reputational risks in declaring a Climate Emergency and not acting and there are 

also reputational risks in not taking any action to reduce Council’s impact on the 

environment. 

WHS 

There are no work, health and safety issues for staff arising from this report. 

Asset Management 

There are no known implications for council’s assets arising from this report at this stage. 

Implementation Strategy 

Administration will work with other councils to prepare a Climate Emergency Plan to identify 

specific actions that can be taken to reduce Council’s impact on the environment. 

Communication Strategy 

Media release, web site updates and information provided through Council’s social media 

to be prepared and released to notify of Council’s decision to declare a Climate 

Emergency. 

 
 

Strategic Plan 

Goal 1 - A Valued Environment  

1.5 - Planned reduction of our carbon footprint 

 
 

Recommendation 

1. That item number 163.1 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received. 

2. That Council declare a Climate Emergency 

3. That Council note that Administration will prepare a Climate Emergency Plan for 

consideration and adoption by Council. 

 
 

Attachments 

1⇩ .  Attachment 1 - Climate Change Emergency - Council Resource Attachment 

  

 

 

Cr Eckermann moved 

1. That item number 163.1 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received. 

2. That Council declare a Climate Emergency 

3. That Council note that Administration will prepare a Climate Emergency Plan for 

consideration and adoption by Council. 

Seconded by Cr O'Brien and CARRIED 
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Cr Schubert called for a division and the Decision was set aside. 

 

Voting For Voting Against 

Cr Baltensperger Cr Schubert 

Cr De Michele Cr Thorley 

Cr Eckermann  

Cr Keen  

Cr Matthews  

Cr O'Brien  

Cr Toogood  

 

The Motion was Carried
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Attachment 1 Attachment 1 - Climate Change Emergency - Council Resource 
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Attachment 1 Attachment 1 - Climate Change Emergency - Council Resource 
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Attachment 1 Attachment 1 - Climate Change Emergency - Council Resource 
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Attachment 1 Attachment 1 - Climate Change Emergency - Council Resource 
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Attachment 1 Attachment 1 - Climate Change Emergency - Council Resource 
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Attachment 1 Attachment 1 - Climate Change Emergency - Council Resource 
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Attachment 1 Attachment 1 - Climate Change Emergency - Council Resource 
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Attachment 1 Attachment 1 - Climate Change Emergency - Council Resource 
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Attachment 1 Attachment 1 - Climate Change Emergency - Council Resource 
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Attachment 1 Attachment 1 - Climate Change Emergency - Council Resource 
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Attachment 1 Attachment 1 - Climate Change Emergency - Council Resource 
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Attachment 1 Attachment 1 - Climate Change Emergency - Council Resource 
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164. GREAT PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLE 

 
164.1 STORMWATER EASEMENT - 5 STURT RESERVE ROAD  

Author Malcolm Downie 

 

Legislative (x) Corporate () Other () 

Purpose 

To seek Council approval to grant a 3m wide stormwater easement along the entire 

southern and western boundary of 5 Sturt Reserve Road. 

Background 

The stormwater pipe that runs underground through 5 Sturt Reserve Rd to Sturt Reserve was 

installed in approximately 1981. The pipework takes stormwater produced in the overhead 

catchment area to Jaensch Road where it flows into the Riverfront Road stormwater ponds 

and then overflows into the Murray River. The overhead catchment area is bounded by 

Joseph Street, Swanport Road, Sturt Reserve Road and Rachel Street (refer map showing 

catchment area at Attachment 1). 

 

At the time the underground pipework was laid no formal easement was placed on the title 

of 5 Sturt Reserve Road and when Council placed the property on the market to sell the 

land in 2017 it was found that the stormwater infrastructure was installed within the ground. 

The infrastructure runs along the entire southern and western boundaries of the allotment 

(refer map showing stormwater pipeline at Attachment 2). 

 

The process to grant an easement on a property title is to engage the services of a surveyor 

and a conveyancer. The total cost estimate is between $2,500-$3,000. 

Proposal 

The proposal is to grant a 3m wide easement along the entire southern and western 

boundaries of 5 Sturt Reserve Road. 

Legislative Requirements 

The following legislative requirements are relevant to this report 

 Local Government Act 1999 

Council Policy 

The following Council policies and plans are relevant to this report 

 Procurement Policy 

 Asset Management Plan – Stormwater – 2014-2017 

Financial Implications 

The cost of the grant of easement is approximately $2,500 - $3,000.  This will be funded from 

approved 2019-2020 operational budgets. 

Risk 

A surveyor and conveyancer will be engaged to limit the risk with granting an easement on 

a land title. 

WHS 

There are no WHS issues to staff in relation to this report. 

Asset Management 

5 Sturt Reserve Road is owned freehold by Council and has no community dedication.  It 

has been earmarked as being surplus to requirements. 
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Implementation Strategy 

Engagement of Surveyor 

Engagement of Conveyancer 

Communication Strategy 

Email sent to Surveyor and Conveyancer to commence grant of easement process. 

 
 

Strategic Plan 

Goal 2 - Great People and Lifestyle  

2.1 - Land use 

 
 

Recommendation 

1. That item number 164.1 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received. 

2. That Council approve the granting of a 3m wide stormwater easement on the southern 

and western boundaries of 5 Sturt Reserve Road; and  

3. That Council delegate authority to the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer to execute 

documentation for the grant of easement and affix the common seal, if required. 

 
 

Attachments 

1⇩ .  Stormwater Catchment Area 5 Sturt Reserve Road Attachment 

2⇩ .  Map showing Stormwater Pipe Attachment 

  

 

 

Cr Toogood moved 

1. That item number 164.1 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received. 

2. That Council approve the granting of a 3m wide stormwater easement on the southern 

and western boundaries of 5 Sturt Reserve Road; and  

3. That Council delegate authority to the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer to execute 

documentation for the grant of easement and affix the common seal, if required. 

 

Seconded by Cr Baltensperger and CARRIED 
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Attachment 1 Stormwater Catchment Area 5 Sturt Reserve Road 
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Attachment 2 Map showing Stormwater Pipe 
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Attachment 2 Map showing Stormwater Pipe 
 

 
 



 

Council 

Monday 14 October, 2019 

Public Minutes 
531 

  

 

165. DYNAMIC ECONOMY 

Nil 
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166. CONNECTED COMMUNITIES 

 
166.1 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COMPETITION  

Author Tim Vonderwall 

 

Legislative () Corporate () Other (X) 

Purpose 

To provide a project update on a Christmas lights competition and to seek Council 

endorsement of the establishment and membership of a judging panel. 

Background 

At its meeting of 29 January 2019, item 14.2 Council resolved: 

 

“That Council Administration provides a report on the feasibility of Council possibly 

facilitating an Annual Christmas Lights Competition. (Similar to our existing “Spring Garden 

Competition”).” 

 

The existing Spring Garden competition is offered with free entry in spring each year with a 

variety of categories to cater for a larger proportion of the community, garden sizes, ability 

and economic circumstance.  The competition is designed as a friendly community activity 

to encourage participation and build a thriving community. 

 

It was proposed that the Christmas Lights competition would similarly offer free entry, 

include a variety of categories to enable wider community participation and be aimed as a 

friendly seasonal activity for the community to participate in.   

 

In response to the Council resolution, administration undertook a preliminary assessment of 

the concept and developed a project bid for the 2019/20 Annual Business Plan and Budget 

process. 

 

The bid was supported and the project was included in the draft Annual Business Plan as a 

$2,000 Key Project.  Following Council approval of the ABP, the project has been progressed 

by administration, is now at a point to update Council and seek direction on judging panel 

membership.  

 

It is noted that participation in the competition is anticipated to be moderate in the first 

year and build in future years as community awareness increases.  Communication will be 

scheduled in time with other Christmas themed activities and events such as the lighting of 

the Christmas tree and Christmas pageant to encourage increased Christmas spirit in the 

community. 

Proposal 

It is therefore proposed that the project be delivered in this first year by hosting the 

competition based on the successful model used for the Spring Gardening Competition but 

without seeking sponsorship.  A debrief document will be developed post competition to 

consider community feedback and ascertain future direction. 

 

This year’s competition would include the following categories: 

Small residential : <1200m2 (example: garden display or roof top display or window display) 

Large residential : >1200m2 Full yard and /or building display 

Business: Best display by a business 

Mayor’s award : Entrant with the highest overall score (same as the spring garden 

competition) 
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Traditional : traditional themed display (nativity or other traditional seasonal themed 

displays) 

 

It is further proposed that the competition be assessed by a panel comprising: 

The Mayor 

An elected Member representative 

Community member – Proposed Don Watts  

Council Staff Member – Proposed Fulvia Mantelli 

Legislative Requirements 

Nil  

Council Policy 

Nil  

Financial Implications 

Project budget allocated in 2019/2020 annual budget - $2000 

Risk 

Reputation – Risk: Low – A limited number of entries may be received if the competition is 

not advertised successfully  

 

Liability – Risk: Low – Safe usage of electrical devises utilised in display 

 

Liability – Risk: Low – Electricity cost associated with participation in competition   

 

All risks identified to be fully addressed in project risk management plan  

WHS 

Night Time Work Related Activity – Risk: Low – Judging of displays will be contacted at night 

for best visual effect of displays.  

Asset Management 

Nil  

Implementation Strategy 

 

Project Team – Customer Service Team to implement project dates: 

 

Advertisement and communication strategy start - 30 October 2019 

Entries close – 30 November 2019 

Judging by appointment – Evenings – 9 - 13 December 2019 

Judging panel confer – Monday 16 December 2019 

Awards presented – morning tea 9.30am – 10.30am Wednesday 18 December 2019 

Communication Strategy 

Subject to Council endorsement, it is proposed that the competition will be communicated 

to the community through a series of Facebook posts, inclusion on the RCMB website with 

Let’s Talk branding, a Media Release and posters on notice boards. 

 

This will be complemented by a display in the LGC Foyer. 
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Strategic Plan 

Goal 4 - Connected Communities  

4.3 - Sense of Community 

 
 

Recommendation 

1. That item number 166.1 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received. 

2. That Council endorse the establishment and membership of a judging panel for the 

Christmas Lights Competition comprising: 

a. Mayor Brenton Lewis 

b. An Elected Member, Cr …… 

c. Community Member – Mr Don Watts 

d. Council Staff Member – Ms Fulvia Mantelli 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil 

 

 

Cr Eckermann moved 

1. That item number 166.1 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received. 

2. That Council endorse the establishment and membership of a judging panel for the 

Christmas Lights Competition comprising: 

a. Mayor Brenton Lewis 

b. An Elected Member, Cr Andrew Baltensperger, proxy Cr Tyson Matthews  

c. Community Member – Mr Don Watts 

d. Council Staff Member – Ms Fulvia Mantelli 

Seconded by Cr Keen and CARRIED 
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166.2 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL SUPPORT FOR SETTLEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES  

Author Reginald Budarick 

 

Legislative () Corporate () Other (X) 

Purpose 

To seek Council approval for the provision of a Small Wins Grant to support the Australian 

Migrant Resource Centre (Murraylands) to increase settlement support services for the local 

multicultural community.  

Background 

Over the last three years according to the Australian Migrant Resource Centre (AMRC) the 

number of new arrivals to Murray Bridge has increased significantly due to employment 

opportunities in food production, hospitality and aged care.  Many of these positions have 

been filled by new arrivals and skilled overseas workers.  The largest group has been from 

China.   

 

New arrivals face many challenges when they arrive in Australia and particularly in regional 

areas where there may be a lack of established ethnic communities. Many new arrivals may 

feel socially excluded due to language barriers. 

 

To cater for the increase in numbers and demand in services the AMRC purchased the 

adjacent building to their main office and employed an additional bilingual Settlement 

Officer.   

 

The Migrant Resource Centre would like to continue the Settlement Officer in his position as 

a full-time role, however they will require financial support to enable this to occur, and are 

therefore seeking a grant from Council. 

 

The current Settlement Officer is originally from China and has a Masters in Social Work.  He 

has built strong working relationships with our local Chinese community and the Migrant 

Resource Centre believe there would be community benefit if they could continue his role. 

Having a bilingual Settlement Officer on a fulltime basis would enable the AMRC to 

continue to connect and engage with more new arrivals, offer additional support and 

programs and strengthen our new and emerging communities. 

Proposal 

The proposal from the Migrant Resource Centre is for Council to provide $10,000 financial 

support for 12 months to assist with salaries to cater for the increase in new arrivals and to 

meet service demands.   Please see attachment 1 – Small Win Application. 

 

The Migrant Resource Centre has provided all the required information and has met the 

majority of criteria of the funding process as follows:- 
 

1. Copy of Incorporated Certificate; 

2. ABN; 

3. Copy of audited financials;  

4. All previous funding acquitted; 

5. Balanced Budget; 

6. Applicant matching contribution (in-kind or cash); 

7. Project Overview and Plan; 

8. Community Need; 

9. Clear purpose and plan; 
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10. The ability of the project to develop a sense of community; 

11. Lack of alternative sources of funding; 

12. Able to proceed with partial funding; and 

13. Where, when, and how. 

 

Legislative Requirements 

This report is consistent with the Local Government Act 1999. 

Council Policy 

This report is consistent with Council’s Community Grants policy and criteria (specifically 

small wins/quick wins). 

Financial Implications 

The financial implications are a maximum of $10,000 which can be met from within the 

existing 2019/20 Small Wins budget. 

Risk 

There is a risk that the additional bilingual Settlement Officer position may not continue 

without Council’s financial support. 

WHS 

There are no new WHS implications that arise as a result of this report or its 

recommendations. 

Asset Management 

There are no new asset management implications for the Council as a result of this report. 

Implementation Strategy 

If the recommendations are agreed upon, the successful applicant will be notified advising 

of the next steps.  

Communication Strategy 

The Migrant Resource Centre will be advised of Council’s decision. 

 
 

Strategic Plan 

Goal 4 - Connected Communities  

4.1 - Community based organisations and networks 

 
 

Recommendation 

1. That item number 166.2 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received. 

2. That Council endorse the provision of a Small Wins Grant to a maximum of $10,000 to 

the Australian Migrant Resource Centre (Murraylands) to assist in providing increased 

settlement support services for the local multicultural community. 
 

Attachments 

1⇩ .  Migrant Resource Centre Small Wins Application Attachment 
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Cr Baltensperger moved 

1. That item number 166.2 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received. 

2. That Council endorse the provision of a Small Wins Grant to a maximum of $10,000 to 

the Australian Migrant Resource Centre (Murraylands) to assist in providing increased 

settlement support services for the local multicultural community. 

 

Seconded by Cr O'Brien and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Attachment 1 Migrant Resource Centre Small Wins Application 
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Attachment 1 Migrant Resource Centre Small Wins Application 
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Attachment 1 Migrant Resource Centre Small Wins Application 
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Attachment 1 Migrant Resource Centre Small Wins Application 
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Attachment 1 Migrant Resource Centre Small Wins Application 
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Attachment 1 Migrant Resource Centre Small Wins Application 
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Attachment 1 Migrant Resource Centre Small Wins Application 
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Attachment 1 Migrant Resource Centre Small Wins Application 
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Attachment 1 Migrant Resource Centre Small Wins Application 
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Attachment 1 Migrant Resource Centre Small Wins Application 
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Attachment 1 Migrant Resource Centre Small Wins Application 
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Attachment 1 Migrant Resource Centre Small Wins Application 
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Attachment 1 Migrant Resource Centre Small Wins Application 
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Attachment 1 Migrant Resource Centre Small Wins Application 
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167. OUR COMMITMENT - ENSURING DELIVERY 

 
167.1 LONG TERM FINANCIAL PLAN - UPDATE  

Author Brad Warncken 

 

Legislative () Corporate (X) Other () 

Purpose 

To present for adoption by Council the updated Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) for 2019/20 

– 2028/29. 

 

To present for noting by Council the Investment Review as at 31 August 2019. 

 

To present for noting by Council the Chief Executive Officer’s report on Financial 

Sustainability  

Background 

Council is required to adopt a LTFP covering a period of at least 10 years, along with Asset 

Management Plans, both of which form part of Council’s suite of Strategic Management 

Plans (SMPs). 

 

The Local Government Act 1999 requires a Council’s SMPs to address: 

 

 the sustainability of the Council’s financial performance and position; 

 the maintenance, replacement or development needs for infrastructure within its area; 

and 

 identification of any anticipated or predicted changes that will have a significant effect 

upon the costs of the Council’s activities/operations. 

 

Council is required to review its LTFP annually, as soon as practicable after the adoption of 

its Annual Business Plan.  Council approved the last version of the LTFP on 12 March 2019 

(Item 49.1).  This was produced to enable Council to consider the longer term impact of 

decisions made and assumptions used in the preparation of the Annual Budget and 

Business Plan. 

 

Council approved the 2019/20 Annual Budget and Business Plan on 11 June 2019 (Item 

109.3).  This LTFP takes account of the actual results for 2018-19 and the 2019-20 adopted 

Annual Budget. 

 

The 2019/20 – 2028/29 Long Term Financial Plan is modelled on the following trends and 

assumptions. 

 

LTFP Assumptions  

CPI/LGPI  The Local Government Price Index (LGPI) has increased by 2.5% 

for the year to 30 June 2019.   

 The Consumer Price Index (CPI) for Adelaide increased by 1.4% for 

the year to 30 June 2019.  During the same period the CPI for the 

eight capital cities in Australia increased by 1.6%.    

 CPI Forecasts vary but for the Country as a whole they are 

expected to increase from 1.9% to 2.2% in 2020. The financial 

model assumes a long term CPI rate of 2.25%  in accordance with 

the South Australian Centre for Economic Studies forecasts. 

Rates  Growth in the number of ratable properties is estimated to 

increase by 1.0% in 2020/21 and 1.5% in 2021/22 which is based on 
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ID Census research and modelling. For 2022/23 and thereafter 

2.0% growth per annum is assumed which is consistent with the 

growth estimate to deliver Council’s aspiration of a population of 

30,000 people and is consistent with the 30 Year Plan for Greater 

Adelaide. 

 The growth forecasts are broadly inline with the LTFP for 2019/20. 

 Council has delivered underlying operating surpluses since 

2014/15 which enables Council to invest in new capital projects 

without increasing debt significantly. 

 This has enabled ratable income increases consistent with CPI 

estimates to be included in this plan which is 2.0% for the next year 

and 2.25% for the remaining 9 years, consistent with 2.25% 

included in the previous LTFP. 

Statutory and User 

Charges 

 Charges are assumed to increase by 1% growth for the life of the 

plan plus CPI of 2.0% in 2020/21 and 2.25% thereafter 

Grants  Grant incomes are assumed to increase by 1% growth for the life 

of the plan plus CPI of 2.0% in 2020/21 and 2.25% thereafter. 

Reimbursement and 

Other income 

 Other incomes are assumed to increase by 1% growth for the life 

of the plan plus CPI of 2.0% in 2020/21 and 2.25% thereafter. 

Salaries  The salary increases for Years 2 and 3 are 2.25% which reflect the 

current Enterprise Bargaining Agreements (EBA’s).  After this 

period, the plan assumes salary increases of 2.5% CPI per annum 

and 1% growth in costs resulting from providing services to a 

higher population 

 There have been provisions of $100k for years 2020/21 and 

2021/22 for new open space operating model due to the 

expanding green spaces. 

 There is an additional increase of 0.5% in oncosts due to the 

legislated increase in Superannuation Guarantee Contributions 

from 2021/22 to 2025/26. 

Non-salary costs  The Local Government Price Index and Adelaide CPI have 

increased by 2.5% and 1.4% respectively in the year to June 2019.  

Given the higher LGPI in 2018/19 a percentage increase of 2.5% 

has been assumed, then reverting back to 2.25% for the 

remainder of the 10 year period of the LTFP. 

 There have been provisions of $100k for 2020/21 and 2021/22 

respectively reflecting the new open space operating model due 

to the expanding green spaces that require maintenance. 

Key Projects  Key Projects are assumed to increase by 4.25% per annum which 

reflects 2.0% growth plus CPI of 2.25%. 

Depreciation/capex  Depreciation charge is forecast to increase 3.1% in 2019/20 and 

then steady at 2.2% per annum in Year 2 to Year 10 reflecting 

revaluations of the assets plus investments in new infrastructure. 

Interest rates  Interest received on deposits has been calculated at 2% being 

the current interest rate the Council receives on deposits placed 

with the Local Government Finance Authority (LGFA). 

 Interest on loans is calculated at 4.25% which is higher than 

current rates, due to some long term loans taken out several years 

ago when interest rates were higher than current levels. 
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Statement of Comprehensive Income 

The current and next ten years Statement of Comprehensive Income is shown in Attachment 

1, including a graph of the Normalised Operating Result in Attachment 2.  

 

The next four years are summarised below: 

 

 
 

The operating result for 2019-20 is a deficit of $362k which reflects an underlying surplus of 

$1,895k taking into account the timing of the receipt of the Financial Assistance Grant 

Income.   

 

The operating surplus increases to $2,540k in 2020-21, and steadily rises to $5,471k in 2028-29. 

 

The result reflects an extremely robust statement of financial sustainability driven from the 

underlying operating result in 2018-19 which has been achieved through sound financial 

management and improved efficiency and performance in the provision of all services and 

asset management plans. 

 

The operating surplus increases throughout the 10 year period of the plan which arises from a 

lower increase in costs than rates income achieved through generating further cost savings 

and efficiencies. 

 

Statement of Financial Position 

The Statement of Financial Position is shown in Attachment 3. 

 

The net assets of the Council are forecast to increase from $302.8m at June 2020 to $421.2m 

in June 2029. 

 

The cash position is shown on the Statement of Financial Position and is made up of 3 

elements – cash, current liabilities (due within one year) and non-current liabilities (due after 

one year). 

 

$000's 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23

INCOME
Rates 26,185 26,975 27,996 29,198

Other 12,319 14,166 14,629 15,357

Total Operating income 38,504 41,141 42,624 44,555

EXPENDITURE
Employee costs 16,255 16,723 17,382 18,084

Finance 379 377 376 374

Other expenses 22,232 21,500 22,312 22,997

38,866 38,601 40,070 41,456

Operating surplus (362) 2,540 2,554 3,099

Rural City of Murray Bridge

Statement of Comprehensive income
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A graph of the net funding position is shown in Attachment 4. 

 

The next four year’s balances are shown below: 

 

 
 

The cash balance at the end of 2019-20 is forecast to be $7,178k, and is forecast to increase 

steadily year on year until it reaches $8,769k in 2028-29.  The improvements mainly reflect 

increases in restricted cash balances arising from the accommodation bond deposits 

received at Lerwin. The non-restricted cash will be kept to a minimum to enable borrowings 

to be paid off sooner. 

 

The net funding position at the end of 2019-20 is forecast to be net borrowings of $2,735k. This 

improves steadily in subsequent years principally due to the increasing operating surplus only 

partially offset by investment in the capital enhancement program.  In 2028-29 the Net 

Funding position is forecast to improve to net borrowings of only $1,054k. 

 

Council should note that this much improved financial position is achievable whilst, 

continuing to invest over $1.7m per annum (increasing) on Key Projects, satisfying an Asset 

Sustainability Ratio of 100% and making significant investments in the Capital Enhancement 

Program. 

 

Capital Investment 

The Asset Sustainability Ratio is shown in Attachment 5. An ASR of 100% is forecast to be 

achieved from 2019-20 onwards ensuring that assets are being replaced at the same rate as 

they are wearing out and confirming Council’s long term financial sustainability. 

 

The Capital Enhancement Program is shown in Attachment 6.  The new investment amounts 

are $6.12m in 2020-21.  The program then steadily increases to $7.4m by 2028-29.  The plan 

assumes securing grant income of between $0.1m and $1.9m per annum the majority of 

which relates to potential grants associated with the Riverfront Strategy Projects.   

 

Council should note that a significant number of Council’s strategies can be achieved 

including the Murray Coorong Trail, Town Entrance Enhancements, Playgrounds, Toilets and 

enhancement of roads and footpaths.  Most significantly however, the plan allows for an 

investment in the Riverfront Strategy of $22.2m (escalated) which is a high proportion of the 

$38m included in the Riverfront Strategy proposal.    

 

Financial Indicators 

The key financial indicators required to be reported by Councils are the: 

 

 Asset sustainability ratio (ASR) 

 Operating surplus ratio 

 Net financial liabilities ratio 

 

Year ending 30 June 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23

Cash and Cash equivalents 7,178 7,340 7,505 7,673

Short Term Borrowings (1,021) (1,044) (1,067) (1,091)

Long Term Borrowings (8,892) (8,859) (8,826) (8,792)

Net Funding Position (2,735) (2,563) (2,388) (2,210)

Rural City of Murray Bridge

Net Funding Position



 

Council 

Monday 14 October, 2019 

Public Minutes 
556 

  

 

These are shown in Attachment 7 and they demonstrate an improving financial performance 

throughout the 10 year period of the plan. 

The ASR is at 100% throughout the life of the plan. 

 

The Operating Surplus Ratio increases from 6% in 2020/21 to 10% in 2028/29, which generates 

the major part of the increased funding of the capital enhancement program. 

 

The Net Financial Liabilities Ratio increases slightly to 39% in 2020/21 but then reduces year by 

year to reach 31% in 2028-29 and remains at a conservative level throughout the period of 

the plan. Councils Net Financial Liabilities Ratio target is set to keep the percentage less than 

75%. 

 

The ratios for the next four years are shown below and are significantly better than Council or 

LGA guidelines. 

 

 

 
 

Investment Review at 31st August 2019. 

 

As committed in the Legislative Compliance Review 8th May 2017 as part of the Long Term 

Financial Plan, a review of Council Investments has been completed and the details can be 

seen in Attachment 8. 

 

Chief Executive Officers Report on Financial Sustainability  

The Local Government Act 1999 requires the Council’s Chief Executive Officer to prepare a 

report on the Council’s long term financial performance and position, taking into account 

the provisions of Council’s Business Plan and Strategic Management Plans as part of a review 

of its long-term financial plan as soon as practicable after adopting the council’s annual 

business plan for a particular year. Attachment 9 – CEO Report on Financial Sustainability 

fulfils this legislative requirement. 

Proposal 

That Council notes the long term financial sustainability of the Council’s LTFP including 

sensitivity analysis and adopts the 2019/20 – 2028/29 LTFP. 

 

That Council notes the Investment Review at 31st August 2019. 

Legislative Requirements 

The Local Government Act 1999 requires each Council to develop and adopt a Long Term 

Financial Plan (LTFP) covering at least 10 years, along with an Infrastructure and Asset 

Management Plan (I&AMP). 

 

The Local Government Act 1999 requires each Council to perform at least once in each 

year, a review of the performance (individually and as a whole) of its investments. 

Year ending 30 June 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23

Underlying operating surplus ratio 7.2% 6.2% 6.0% 7.0%

Net Financilal Liabilities Ratio 37% 39% 38% 38%

Asset sustainability Ratio 128% 100% 100% 100%

Financial Indicators

Council Target

> 0%

0% ----> 75%

90% ----> 120%

LGA Target

> 0%

0% ----> 100%

90% ----> 100%
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Council Policy 

Financial Sustainability Policy 

Treasury Management Policy 

Financial Implications 

Regularly updating and reviewing LTFP’s enables Council to make informed decisions 

consistent with its long term strategy and a financially sustainable Council. The LTFP has 

been updated based on the 2019-20 adopted budget and Second Quarter Financial 

Review which reflect the financial management improvements achieved to date as well as 

the operating efficiencies which have been secured. This has resulted in an improved 

operating surplus forecast rising to $5,471k ($5.5m) in 2028/29. 

Risk 

Regularly reviewing and updating the LTFP, reduces the risk of unforeseen outcomes 

resulting from short term decisions. 

 

Regularly reviewing and updating the Councils Investments, reduces the risk of unforeseen 

outcomes resulting from short term decisions. 

WHS 

Not applicable. 

Asset Management 

Asset Management Plans are regularly updated and have previously been adopted by 

Council. 

Implementation Strategy 

The LTFP will be considered during the process of adopting the 2020-21 Annual Business Plan 

and Budget. 

Communication Strategy 

The LTFP will appear on Council’s website. 

 
 

Strategic Plan 

Goal 3 - Dynamic Economy  

3.1 - Identity 

 
 

Recommendation 

1. That item number 167.1 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received. 

2. That Council adopts the updated Long Term Financial Plan 2019/20 – 2028/29. 

3. That Council notes the Investment Review as at 31 August 2019. 

4. That Council notes the Chief Executive Officers Report on Financial Sustainability  

 
 

Attachments 

1⇩ .  LTFP - Statement of Comprehensive Income Attachment 

2⇩ .  LTFP - Normalised Operating Result Attachment 

3⇩ .  LTFP - Statement of Financial Position Attachment 

4⇩ .  LTFP - Net Funding Position Attachment 

5⇩ .  LTFP - Asset Sustainability Ratio Attachment 

6⇩ .  LTFP - Capital Enhancement Program Attachment 
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7⇩ .  LTFP - Net Financial Indicators Attachment 

8⇩ .  Investment Review 31st August 2019 Attachment 

9⇩ .  CEO Financial Sustainability Report Attachment 

   

 

 

Cr Thorley moved 

1. That item number 167.1 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received. 

2. That Council adopts the updated Long Term Financial Plan 2019/20 – 2028/29. 

3. That Council notes the Investment Review as at 31 August 2019. 

4. That Council notes the Chief Executive Officers Report on Financial Sustainability  

 

Seconded by Cr Toogood and CARRIED UNAMIOUSLY 
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Attachment 1 LTFP - Statement of Comprehensive Income 
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Attachment 2 LTFP - Normalised Operating Result 
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Attachment 3 LTFP - Statement of Financial Position 
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Attachment 4 LTFP - Net Funding Position 
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Attachment 5 LTFP - Asset Sustainability Ratio 
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Attachment 6 LTFP - Capital Enahancement Program 
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Attachment 7 LTFP - Net Financial Indicators 
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Attachment 8 Investment Review 31st August 2019 
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Attachment 8 Investment Review 31st August 2019 
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Attachment 9 CEO Financial Sustainability Report 
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Attachment 9 CEO Financial Sustainability Report 
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Attachment 9 CEO Financial Sustainability Report 
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Attachment 9 CEO Financial Sustainability Report 
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Attachment 9 CEO Financial Sustainability Report 
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Attachment 9 CEO Financial Sustainability Report 
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Attachment 9 CEO Financial Sustainability Report 
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Attachment 9 CEO Financial Sustainability Report 
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Attachment 9 CEO Financial Sustainability Report 
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Attachment 9 CEO Financial Sustainability Report 
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Attachment 9 CEO Financial Sustainability Report 
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Attachment 9 CEO Financial Sustainability Report 
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Attachment 9 CEO Financial Sustainability Report 
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Attachment 9 CEO Financial Sustainability Report 
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Attachment 9 CEO Financial Sustainability Report 
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167.2 FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE REPORT - AUGUST 2019  

Author Brad Warncken 

 

Legislative () Corporate (X) Other () 

Purpose 

For Council to note the comparison of the financial results with the 2019/20 Revised Budget 

for the two months ending 31 August 2019. 

Background 

The following reports are included as attachments to this report: 

 

August 2019 Year to date 

Attachment 1 – Statement of Comprehensive Income 

Attachment 2 – Balance Sheet 

Attachment 3 – Key Projects Status Report 

Attachment 4 – Capital Projects Status Report 

 

Statement of Comprehensive Income – To August 2019 

 

The August 2019 Operating Surplus of $195k is $84k favourable when compared to the YTD 

Budgeted Surplus of $111k. 

 

Total Income of $6,177k is $7k unfavourable to the YTD budget, mainly reflecting timing 

differences.  

 

Total expenses of $5,982k are $91k favourable to the YTD budget reflecting some timing 

differences. 

  

Key Projects  

Total expenditure on Key Projects was $202k, compared to the YTD budget of $231k. 

(Attachment 3). 

 

Small Wins Key Project 

The following table outlines the allocation of the $100k Small Wins Key Project for 2019/20, 

and the carried forward amount of $17k of Small Wins not fully drawn upon in 2018/19 that 

has been approved to be carried forward by Council.  

 

As at the end of August 2019, $87k of the Small Wins Funding remains unallocated. 
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Capital Projects  

Actual year to date expenditure on Capital Projects is $1,138k compared to the YTD budget 

of $1,206k (Attachment 4).  The variance of $68k reflects minor timing differences. 

 

Balance Sheet  

The majority of balance sheet accounts are close to the approved budget. Cash and Cash 

equivalents are lower than budgeted by $1,825k but are more than offset by Non Current 

Loan Liabilities which are $7,796k favourable to budget. This is essentially due to the timing of 

the carry forward Key Project and Capital project programs. 

 

The rates receivable balance of $1,610k is attributable to outstanding rates for 2018/19 and 

prior, and reflects a $21k reduction on the closing balance at 30 June 2019. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Initiative
Small Win (S) / 

Quick Win (Q)

Project 

Allocation

YTD 

Actual

Project 

Balance

Proposed Prior Year Carried Forward Commitments

3615 - Small Wins - Murraylands Community Men`s Shed Incorporated S 363 0 363

4633 - Ngarrindjeri Cultural Installation - Murray Bridge Library S 9,962 1,666 8,296

3739 - Ngarrindjeri Regional Authority Riverfront Strategy Design Brief S 681 0 681

3747 - SALA (SA Living Artists Festival) - Support for Local Artists for SALA registration S 550 0 550

3781 - Cast Bronze Plaque for Travellers Totem S 488 0 488

4081 - Council DA Fee for Murray Bridge Basketball Association Q 1,074 0 1,074

4103 - 2017 Mental Health Expo Q 1,033 0 1,033

4194 - Eastern Hills Murray Plains Catchment Group Business Case S 690 0 690

4211 - Rotary Club of Mobilong Town Hall Hire Q 343 0 343

4597 - Violence Against Women & Children Booklet S 150 0 150

2019/20 Approved Commitments

   4714 - Callington Recreation Park Inc - Update of Callington History Flyer S 327 327 0

   4723 - Rotary Club of Murray Bridge - Annual Ambrose Golf Comp S 1,000 1,000 0

   4724 - Support Vulnerable People Program - Kalparrin Community Inc Q 2,000 2,000 0

   4738 - NAIDOC Week Celebration at Murray Bridge North School Q 2,000 2,000 0

   4741 - Crane Hire for Murray Bridge Riverboard, Rail and Steam Group Q 2,000 2,000 0

  4750 - Murray Bridge Basketball Club Junior Development Uniforms Q 2,000 2,000 0

  4751 - Maori Evangelical Church Kai Time Cooking Q 2,000 1,655 345

  4768 - Jelina Haines ASIS & T Conference Sponsorship and Thesis Support S 2,000 2,000 0

  4775 - Murray Bridge High School Iawards trip S 2,000 2,000 0

30,661 16,648 14,013

Proposed Prior Year Carried Forward Commitments 17,290

2019/20 Small Wins Budget 100,000

Total Funding Available 117,290

Unallocated Small Wins Funding 86,629

2019/20 Small Wins Key Project - August 2019

As at August 2019
2018/19 Carried 

Forward
Total

$'000 $'000

Opening Balance 1,631 1,631

Interest and Fines Applied 37 37

Payments received 31/08/2019 (57) (57)

Outstanding at 31/08/19 1,610 1,610

Rural City of Murray Bridge

Rates Receivable
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Net Funding Position 

The Council’s Net Funding Position is as follows: 

 

 
 

The non-restricted funding position represents the net cash or net borrowings of the Council 

associated with normal operating activities. It excludes cash which is restricted, most 

notably the Lerwin Resident Deposits, Lerwin Legacy Receipt and the Futures Fund. 

 

The net cash position of $4,999k is $5,675k better than the approved budget, mainly due to 

the timing of the capital project spend and the favourable operating result for 2018/19. 

 

Proposal 

That Council notes the comparison of the year to date financial results with the 2019/20 

Revised Budget for the two months ending 31 August 2019. 

 

Legislative Requirements 

Section 123 (2) (b) requires that the Annual Business Plan includes an outline of the Council’s 

objectives for the financial year. 

 

Council Policy  

Budget Reporting and Amendment Policy (#714009). 

Financial Implications  

Monthly monitoring and reporting on the progress of projects and financial position: 

 Demonstrated accountability and transparency; 

 Enables Council to monitor activities to ensure that projects are on track; and 

 Indicates progress against achievement for long term financial sustainability targets. 

Risk 

Monthly monitoring and reporting and final year-end review on the progress of projects and 

financial position provides a vigorous business process that assists in mitigating an identified 

strategic risk. 

WHS 

Not applicable 

August 2019 YTD
Actual 2018/19 

Un-Audited

August YTD 

Actual

August YTD 

Budget
Var

Revised 

Budget

Non Restricted Funding $'000 $'000 $'000 $'000 $'000

Non-Restricted Cash (available) 2,095 1,514 3,339 (1,825) 1,546

Short Term Borrowings (1,093) (1,269) (1,041) (228) (1,021)

Long Term Borrowings (1,388) (1,128) (8,924) 7,796 (8,892)

Total Non Restricted Funding (386) (883) (6,626) 5,743 (8,367)

Restricted Funding

Lerwin Resident Deposits 4,792 4,469 3,965 504 3,634

Lerwin Legacy 568 571 571 0 575

Restricted Cash - Futures Fund 730 730 1,301 (571) 1,308

Other 113 112 113 (1) 115

Total Restricted Funding 6,203 5,882 5,950 (68) 5,632

Net Cash Position 5,817 4,999 (676) 5,675 (2,735)

Cash Flow (1,870) (818) (6,493) 5,675 (8,552)

Rural City of Murray Bridge

YTD Cash Position Statement
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Asset Management 

Monthly monitoring and reporting and the final year-end review on the progress of capital 

projects and financial position allows: 

 

 efficient development of infrastructure; 

 appropriate allocation of funding for maintenance, replacement and upgrade of assets; 

and 

 consistent delivery of community services. 

Implementation Strategy 

The monthly Annual Budget progress reports are reviewed by the Executive Leadership 

Team and provided as a report to Council.   

Communication Strategy 

The Monthly Financial Performance reports will be posted on Council’s website following the 

Council meeting as part of the minutes. 

 
 

Strategic Plan 

Goal 5 – Our Commitment – Ensuring Delivery 

5.2 Sustainable 

 

Recommendation 

1. That item number 167.2 on the Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received and 

noted. 

2. That Council note the progress made in the one month against the 2019/20 Revised 

Budget as at 31 August 2019. 

 
 

Attachments 

1⇩ .  Statement of Comprehensive Income Attachment 

2⇩ .  Balance Sheet Attachment 

3⇩ .  Key Projects Status Report Attachment 

4⇩ .  Capital Projects Status Report Attachment 

  

 

  

 

 

 

Cr Toogood moved 

1. That item number 167.2 on the Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received and 

noted. 

2. That Council note the progress made in the one month against the 2019/20 Revised 

Budget as at 31 August 2019. 

 

Seconded by Cr De Michele and CARRIED 
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Attachment 1 Statement of Comprehensive Income 
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Attachment 2 Balance Sheet 
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Attachment 3 Key Projects Status Report 
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Attachment 4 Capital Projects Status Report 
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Attachment 4 Capital Projects Status Report 
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167.3 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM  

Author Ros Kruger 

 

Legislative (X) Corporate () Other () 

Purpose 

To present for Council endorsement a suggested response to the Minister for Transport, 

Infrastructure and Local Government’s request to provide suggestions for Local Government 

Reform and the Productivity Commission Inquiry into Local Government Costs and 

Efficiencies. 

 

Background 

A broad outline of the Reform Process program to date is as follows: 

 Call for submissions closing 26 April 2019 

 Further investigations and research into submissions received – May/June 2019 

 Consult Members on potential Reform Bill 1- May/July 2019 

 Consult Members on Reform Discussion Papers – June/October 2019 

 Advocacy and Representation on Reform Bill 2 – August/November 2019 

 Consult members on Reform Bill 2 – December 19 / Q1 2020 

 Advocacy and representation parliamentary process – Q1/Q2 2020 

 

Council has previously considered reports in relation to Local Government Reform as follows:  

 

 Council meeting 14 March 2017 it considered a report (item 48.2) in relation to the 

LGA Public Awareness Campaign in relation to Rate Capping and report (item 48.3) 

in relation to LGA Feedback – Candidates Elected Unopposed. 

 

 Council meeting 10 April 2017, item 67.9 in relation to LGA Feedback – Proposed 

Change to Voting Method in Local Government Elections. 

 

 Council meeting 29 January 2018, item 14.3 considered a report in relation the LGA 

2018 State Election Agenda and Platform including a LGA paper to demonstrate the 

sector’s commitment to continuous improvement and sensible Local Government 

reform.    

 

 Council meeting 19 November 2018, item 201.2 in relation Optional Preferential 

Voting. 

 

 Council at its meeting 8 April 2019, item 67.2 considered and endorsed a submission 

in relation to the Local Government Reform Discussion Paper. 

 

Council has also had many discussions relating to: 

 Streamlining processes when Council is required to consult with many different 

Government Department/Agencies  

 Reducing the cost shifting implications to Local Government from State Government. 

 Exploring efficiencies and cost effectiveness in Council Legislative processes. 

Proposal 

The Reform areas primarily relating to the Local Government Act legislation include: 

 Stronger Council Member Capacity and Better Conduct 

 Lower Costs and Enhanced Financial Accountability 

 Efficient and Transparent Local Government Representation 

 Simpler Regulation 
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A copy of the “Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper” prepared 

by DPTI in August 2019 is provided as Attachment 1.   The Local Government Association 

Reform Discussion Paper, August 2019 is provided as Attachment 2, incorporating 

Administration’s recommended responses. 

 

In conjunction with the Reform program the Productivity Commission Inquiry into Local 

Government costs and efficiency is occurring.  The Local Government Association Issues 

Paper September 2019 is provided as Attachment 3 incorporating Administration’s 

recommended responses.  

Legislative Requirements 

Local Government Act 1999 

Council Policy 

Code of Conduct for Elected Members 

Access to Council and Committee Meetings and Associated Documents Code of Practice 

Council Election Policy 

Financial Implications 

It is important that any Local Government Reform does not involve further cost shifting to 

Local Government and/or increase service requirements without increase in funding. 

Risk 

Local Government Reform will impact on Local Government and it is important that Council 

continue to receive and consider information as the Reform process rolls out. 

WHS 

No new issues are related to staff. 

Asset Management 

It is important that any Local Government Reform provides for the building of new assets 

and their ongoing enhancement. 

Implementation Strategy 

Upon endorsement a response will be provided to the Minister for Transport, Infrastructure 

and Local Government and the Local Government Association. 

Communication Strategy 

Elected Members will be provided with information on Local Government Reform as it is 

received. 

 

 
 

Strategic Plan 

Goal 5 - Our Commitment  

5.1 - Effective 

 
 

Recommendation 

1. That item number 167.3 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received. 

2. That Council endorse the recommended responses in relation to the Local Government 

Reform Discussion Paper, noting there will be further opportunity to discuss 

recommended reform issues. 
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3. That Council endorse the Administration’s comments in relation to the Local Government 

Association Issues Paper in relation to the draft Productivity Commission Inquiry into Local 

Government costs and Efficiency. 
 

Attachments 

1⇩ .  Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 

2019 

Attachment 

2⇩ .  LGA Reform Discussion Paper August 2019 with Council comments Attachment 

3⇩ .  Draft Productivity Commission Issues Paper with Council comments Attachment 

   

 

 

Cr Thorley moved 

1. That item number 167.3 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received. 

2. That Council endorse the recommended responses in relation to the Local Government 

Reform Discussion Paper, noting there will be further opportunity to discuss 

recommended reform issues. 

3. That Council endorse the Administration’s comments in relation to the Local Government 

Association Issues Paper in relation to the draft Productivity Commission Inquiry into Local 

Government costs and Efficiency. 

Seconded by Cr Baltensperger and CARRIED 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
 

 
  



 

Council 

Monday 14 October, 2019 

Public Minutes 
602 

  

Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
 

 
  



 

Council 

Monday 14 October, 2019 

Public Minutes 
603 

  

Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
 

 
  



 

Council 

Monday 14 October, 2019 

Public Minutes 
606 

  

Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
 

 
  



 

Council 

Monday 14 October, 2019 

Public Minutes 
634 

  

Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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Attachment 1 Reforming Local Government in South Australia Discussion Paper August 2019 
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167.4 COUNCIL REPRESENTATION ON EXTERNAL BODIES  

Author Ros Kruger 

 

Legislative () Corporate (X) Other () 

Purpose 

For Council to consider appointments of Council delegates to an external Association and a 

Regional Subsidiary. 

Background 

Council at its meeting held on the 19 November 2018, item 200.8 considered representation 

on external bodies and Regional Subsidiaries, item 200.11 

 

Cr Mat O’Brien was nominated to represent Council on the Murray Bridge Business Alliance 

and also the Regional Subsidiary of the Adelaide Hills Regional Waste Management 

Authority.   Due to work commitments Cr O’Brien has advised he is no longer able to 

represent Council at these meetings. 

Proposal 

Council representation is now invited for: 

 

Murray Bridge Business Alliance – The Murray Bridge Business Alliance was established in 

2016.  (Council report 10 October 2016 item 194.5).   The Murray Bridge Business Alliance 

seeks Council representation through its Chief Executive Officer to ensure the Alliance has a 

direct link to Council’s Administration and ensure a collaborative approach to promotion 

and marketing as well as the development of an external business profile and local support 

strong themes.    Representation is also sought from an Elected Member.  

 

Adelaide Hills Regional Waste Management Authority (AHRWMA) membership comprises 

the following Councils: 

Adelaide Hills Council; Alexandrina Council; Mount Barker Council; Rural City of Murray 

Bridge. 

Information on the Adelaide Hills Regional Waste Management Authority is located on their 

website - https://www.ahrwma.com/ 

The AHRWMA meets bimonthly.  Minutes of each meeting is presented to Council at the 

next available meeting for information and noting. 

The AHRWMA Charter provides for the appointment of an Elected Member delegate and 

an Officer delegate.  Council’s General Manager Assets & Infrastructure has been 

appointed as the Officer delegate. 

Murray Bridge Soldier’s Memorial Hospital Advisory Council 

Council has received a request for a nomination to the Murray Bridge Soldiers Memorial 

Hospital Advisory Council.    

The Health Care Act 2008 enables the Minister for Health to establish Health Advisory 

Councils.  In relation to country health services the Minister has established Health Advisory 

Councils in 42 areas across country South Australia.   A fact sheet is provided for further 

information at Attachment 1. 
 

Membership of The Murray Bridge Soldiers' Memorial Hospital Health Advisory Council can 

include: 

 Up to 8 community members 

https://www.ahrwma.com/
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 1 local government nominee 

 1 local member of Parliament or his or her nominee 

 1 medical practitioner 

 A worker from Country Health SA 

Legislative Requirements 

Local Government Act 1999 

Council Policy 

Code of Conduct Elected Members 

Code of Conduct Staff 

Council Delegates – Appointment Process 

Elected Members Allowances and Benefits Policy 

Financial Implications 

Costs associated with attendance at meetings are covered within the 2019/20 budget. 

Risk 

Costs associated with attendance at meetings are covered within the 2018/19 budget. 

WHS 

No new issues are identified for staff. 

Asset Management 

Not applicable 

Implementation Strategy 

Not applicable 

Communication Strategy 

Council’s registers will be updated and the external organisations advised. 

 

 
 

Strategic Plan 

Goal 5 - Our Commitment  

5.3 - Responsive 

 
 

Recommendation 

1. That item number 167.4 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received. 

2. That Council appoint an Elected Member delegate to the Murray Bridge Business 

Alliance for the remainder of the Council term. 

3. That Council appoint an Elected Member delegate to the Adelaide Hills Regional Waste 

Management Authority for the remainder of the Council term. 

4. That Council nominate…… to the Murray Bridge Soldier’s Memorial Hospital Advisory 

Committee for their consideration. 

 
 

Attachments 

1⇩ .  MBSMH Advisory Council Fact Sheet Attachment 
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Cr Eckermann moved 

1. That item number 167.4 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received. 

2. That Council appoint  Cr John DeMichele as the Elected Member delegate to the 

Murray Bridge Business Alliance for the remainder of the Council term. 

3. That Council appoint Cr  Fred Toogood as Elected Member delegate to the Adelaide 

Hills Regional Waste Management Authority for the remainder of the Council term. 

4. That Council nominate Cr Karen Eckermann to the Murray Bridge Soldier’s Memorial 

Hospital Advisory Committee for their consideration. 

 

Seconded by Cr O'Brien and CARRIED 
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167.5 DELEGATIONS UPDATE - PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE ACT 

2016  

Author Ros Kruger 

 

Legislative (x) Corporate () Other () 

Purpose 

To present to Council recommendations relating to delegations applicable to the Planning 

Development and Infrastructure Act 2016. 

Background 

Council at its meeting on the 9 September 2019, item 150.3, received an annual review 

report in relation to Delegations from Council to the Chief Executive Officer to make 

administrative decisions on behalf of Council.  

Proposal 

Attachment 1 is a copy of the updated delegations under the Planning Development and 

Infrastructure Act 2016 as a Designated Authority and Designated Identity. 

 

Attachment 2 is a copy of the updated delegations under the Planning Development and 

Infrastructure Act 2016 as a Relevant Authority. 

 

The following definitions apply. 

 A relevant authority – means a decision making body  

 A designated authority – can mean a number of different entities under the Act 

including a joint planning board or a council or the Commission or the Minister, and who 

constitutes the designated authority will depend on what section of the Act is being 

discussed (i.e. it will be a joint planning board or council for constituting n assessment 

panel, but could be all four for issuing a notice to complete building work) 

 A designated entity – means any number of agencies (9 or more) including a council 

who may act as the designated entity for a number of different clauses such as 

infrastructure schemes,  

 

It is noted that as the implementation of this Act occurs it will be necessary to review and 

update delegations on a regular basis. 

Legislative Requirements 

Local Government Act 1999 

Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 

Council Policy 

Delegations – Application Policy  

Complaint Framework 

Good Governance Framework 

Codes of Conduct 

Access to Council Meetings, Council Committee and Council Documents 

Financial Implications 

Costs associated with the implementation of the Planning Development and Infrastructure 

Act 2016 have been included within Council’s budget. 

Risk 

Without appropriate delegations in place in relation to this Act the ability to process 

requests may be delayed as all requests would be required to be presented to Council’s 
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Assessment Panel for consideration. 

WHS 

No new risks are identified for staff. 

Asset Management 

Not Applicable  

Implementation Strategy 

Council’s delegation register will be updated 

Communication Strategy 

Staff will be advised of the update. 

 
 

Strategic Plan 

Goal 5 - Our Commitment  

5.1 - Effective 

 
 

Recommendation 

1. That item number 167.5 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received. 

2. That having received advice in relation to changes to appropriate delegations under 

the Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 hereby revokes previous 

delegations to the Chief Executive Officer of those powers and functions. 

 

3. Delegate Powers of the Council as a Council, Designated Authority and Designated 

Entity Under  The Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 

 

In exercise of the power contained in Section 44 of the Local Government Act 1999 the 

powers and functions under the Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 

contained in the proposed Instrument of Delegation (Attachment 1)) are hereby 

delegated this 14 October 2019 to the person occupying or acting in the office of Chief 

Executive Officer of the Council  

 

Such powers and functions may be further delegated by the Chief Executive Officer in 

accordance with Sections 44 and 101 of the Local Government Act 1999 as the Chief 

Executive Officer sees fit.  

 

4. Delegate Powers of the Council as a Relevant Authority under the Planning 

Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 

In exercise of the power contained in Section 100 of the Planning Development and 

Infrastructure Act 2016 the powers and functions under the Planning Development and 

Infrastructure Act 2016 contained in the proposed Instrument of Delegation 

((Attachment 2)) are hereby delegated this 14 October 2019 to the person occupying or 

acting in the office of Chief Executive Officer of the Council  

 

Such powers and functions may be further delegated by the Chief Executive Officer as 

the Chief Executive Officer sees fit  
 

Attachments 

1⇩ .  Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - 

Designated Authority and Designated Identity 

Attachment 
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2⇩ .  Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - 

Relevant Authority 

Attachment 

  

 

 

Cr Eckermann moved 

1. That item number 167.5 on Council agenda of 14 October 2019 be received. 

2. That having received advice in relation to changes to appropriate delegations under 

the Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 hereby revokes previous 

delegations to the Chief Executive Officer of those powers and functions. 

 

3. Delegate Powers of the Council as a Council, Designated Authority and Designated 

Entity Under  The Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 

 

In exercise of the power contained in Section 44 of the Local Government Act 1999 the 

powers and functions under the Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 

contained in the proposed Instrument of Delegation (Attachment 1)) are hereby 

delegated this 14 October 2019 to the person occupying or acting in the office of Chief 

Executive Officer of the Council  

 

Such powers and functions may be further delegated by the Chief Executive Officer in 

accordance with Sections 44 and 101 of the Local Government Act 1999 as the Chief 

Executive Officer sees fit.  

 

4. Delegate Powers of the Council as a Relevant Authority under the Planning 

Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 

In exercise of the power contained in Section 100 of the Planning Development and 

Infrastructure Act 2016 the powers and functions under the Planning Development and 

Infrastructure Act 2016 contained in the proposed Instrument of Delegation 

((Attachment 2)) are hereby delegated this 14 October 2019 to the person occupying or 

acting in the office of Chief Executive Officer of the Council  

 

Such powers and functions may be further delegated by the Chief Executive Officer as 

the Chief Executive Officer sees fit  

 

Seconded by Cr Schubert and CARRIED 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 1 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Designated 

Authority and Designated Identity 
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Attachment 2 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Relevant 

Authority 
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Attachment 2 Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 delegations - Relevant 

Authority 
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168. MOTIONS ON NOTICE 

 
168.1 CR ANDREW BALTENSPERGER - LED STREET LIGHTING  

Author Andrew Baltensperger 

 

  

I, Councillor Andrew Baltensperger having complied with the requirements of Regulation 12 

of the Local Government (Procedures at Meetings) Regulations 2013, hereby give Notice of 

the following motion to be submitted at the meeting of the Council of the Rural City of 

Murray Bridge to be held on  14 October, 2019 at  7:00pm, I move that: 

 
 

That Council Administration provides a report (including possible funding sources such as 

CEEP) on the feasibility of replacing/updating our Streetlights with new Energy Efficient LED 

Streetlights. 

 

Background 

I believe that New LED Street Lighting would greatly improve amenity and safety as LED 

provides a consistent quality (White) light, minimises glare, reduced Environmental Impact, 

minimises operating and maintenance requirements and provides improved visibility which 

allows Pedestrians and Motorists to react quicker. 

 

Key Benefits include (but not limited to): 

 

1 - “Cost Benefits”- LED lights will reduce Energy usage/costs dramatically (Could be as 

much as 50% more efficient), thereby resulting in massive cost/expense savings to our 

Council/Ratepayers. 

 

2 - “Significant Environmental Benefits” - Street Lighting is the largest source of Greenhouse 

gas Emissions by Local Government in Australia. This project would assist in protecting the 

Environment by reducing our Carbon Emissions. 

 

3 - “Reduced Light Pollution” - These lights will improve visibility on roads and footpaths with 

more light being directed toward the ground where it is needed.. 

 

4 - .Numerous other benefits...” 

 

Administration Comment 

The benefits of LED Street Lighting are positive from many aspects and the investigations to 

inform appropriate, timely (and financial) decision making are considerable. 

 

In this regard, an investigation into options and opportunities for the Rural City of Murray 

Bridge is anticipated in 2020, to inform investment in 20/21 and 21/22 and beyond. 

 

 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
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Cr Baltensperger moved 

That Council Administration provides a report (including possible funding sources such as 

CEEP) on the feasibility of replacing/updating our Streetlights with new Energy Efficient LED 

Streetlights. 

Seconded by Cr Schubert and CARRIED 
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169. MOTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

Nil   

 

  



 

Council 

Monday 14 October, 2019 

Public Minutes 
803 

  

 

170. QUESTIONS ON NOTICE   

 
Regulation 9 of the Local Government (Procedures at Meetings) Regulations 2013 - 

Questions 
(1) A member may ask a question on notice by giving the chief executive officer written notice of 

the question at least five clear days before the date of the meeting at which the question is to 

be asked. 
(2) If notice of a question is given under subregulation (1)— 

(a)   the chief executive officer must ensure that the question is placed on the agenda for the 
meeting at 

which the question is to be asked; and 

(b)   the question and the reply must be entered in the minutes of the relevant meeting. 

 
 
170.1 CR AIRLIE KEEN - NO FEEDING OF BIRD SIGNS AT STURT RESERVE  

Author Malcolm Downie 

 

  

Could Council Administration provide advice in relation to a constituent request to install 

signs at Sturt Reserve asking the public not to feed the birds? 

Answer 

Geese and ducks are being fed bread by visitors at Sturt Reserve. There are a number of 

problems with doing this: 

 Hand feeding can cause birds to become concentrated in areas that are incapable of 

supporting large numbers of birds. The birds then become dependent upon humans for 

food and can become a nuisance and aggressive. 

 Feeding causes them to beg and steal food and go through garbage. 

 They would normally migrate to a warmer climate for the winter where food is abundant, 

or simply endure the winter but feeding stops that normal behaviour and so they stay. 

 People typically feed the geese and other water fowl processed bread, French fries, 

popcorn, etc. While this is okay for humans, is not part of their natural diet. It doesn’t 

contain the right nutrition, makes them more susceptible to disease, ill and more 

aggressive toward people. 

 Mouldy bread that is not eaten and left on the ground can cause aspergillosis, a lung 

infection that can be fatal to waterfowl. Leftover food attracts rodents. 

 The birds may become malnourished and there have been cases of birds choking on 

wads of bread. 

 A diet rich in carbohydrates will cause the birds to defecate more, which can spread 

bacteria that can contribute to disease. The faeces can make the paths slippery so a 

safety issue is created. 

 Over-grazed and badly-eroded lawns, are often the result of overcrowding. Grassy 

areas such as those at Sturt Reserve can become unsanitary and unusable (they are 

very slippery) until goose droppings can be cleaned up, which can be quite costly. 

 Administration intends to erect signs in selected areas within Sturt Reserve containing the 

following wording: 

 

Help keep our wildlife wild.  

Feeding geese and ducks human food, particularly bread and chips makes birds: 

 Aggressive and a nuisance because they expect more food 

 Stay here instead of migrating which they should do for breeding and then they 

damage the grass you want to play on 

 Poo more and this spreads disease, makes the paths slippery and the area 

unsightly 

 Full but malnourished as they aren’t designed to digest bread or carbohydrates 
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We know you only want the best for our wildlife. 

So, thank you for not feeding the geese and ducks. 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
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170.2 CR WAYNE THORLEY - WEED MANAGEMENT CONTROL - SAMDBNRM  BOARD  

Author Malcolm Downie 

 

  

Could Council Administration write to the SAMDBNRM Board seeking its advice in relation to 

its proposed activity regarding weed management controls. 

Answer 

Administration has sought advice from the SA Murray-Darling Basin Natural Resources 

Management Board. They have advised as follows: 

 

Many declared weeds including African Boxthorn are widespread and it is not feasible to 

undertake the same management interventions in all locations. The SA Murray-Darling 

Basin Natural Resources Management Board use a risk and impact based approach to 

manage weeds in line with the NRM Act and State policy. 

 

Weed risk assessments are undertaken which consider invasiveness, impacts and 

potential distribution. NRSAMDB staff also determine the feasibility of containment which 

considers control costs, persistence and current distribution. These assessments are 

measured against various land uses recognising the varied impacts.  

 

It is also recognised that some issues have higher localised impacts for particular 

landholders. In these instances regional staff are also able to assist property owners that 

are facing these specific land management issues. Staff work with the affected 

landholder and their neighbours where appropriate to find a suitable intervention to limit 

the impact of the weeds on their property and reduce spread. 

 

Recent Boxthorn Control Activity in RCMB: 

 Roadside control along the Burdett Road from Murray Bridge to Karoonda turn off 

2019 

 Roadside and property control and incentive program Kepa Rd – NRSAMDB has 

undertaken to provided suitable equipment and chemical (an identified barrier to 

landholders undertaking control) to landholders in this key area to undertake control 

works. 

 Kinchina Conservation Park (of note this was coordinated with RCMB undertaking 

control on roadsides spreading out from Kinchina CP to complement each other’s 

work)  

 

The SA Murray-Darling Basin Natural Resources Management Board has offered to 

continue to partner with Council Administration and other interested community groups 

in identifying key areas of concern and undertaking to raise awareness, skills and 

knowledge of landholders in the methods and need to control African Boxthorn. 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
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170.3 CR FRED TOOGOOD - AFRICAN BOXTHORN CONTROL ON ROAD RESERVES  

Author Malcolm Downie 

 

 

Could Council Administration provide an update on the control of African Box Thorn on 

Council Road Reserves and State Government Land. 

 

Answer 

The Rural City of Murray Bridge has received a grant for $35,437.50 under the Australian 

Government’s Combating Weeds Grant to control a range of weeds including African 

Boxthorn on the following roads: 

 

Arterial Roads 

Reedy Creek Road 

Mannum Road - Complete 

Callington Road - Complete 

East Terrace - Callington to Strathalbyn Road  

Jervois Road 

Wellington to Strathalbyn Road 

Showgrounds to Karoonda Road boundary (2 or 3 White Weeping Broom - Retama 

monosperma near Bungana Drive) 

Burdett Road (from Karoonda Road – Karoonda Road to Pineview Road (Council Boundary) 

(Acacia saligna) 

 

Local Regional Roads 

Old Princes Highway 

Rathjen Road  

Wageknecht Road 

Schenscher Road 

Liebelt Road 

Kallina Road (extension of Liebelt) 

Kuchel Road 

Hillview Road 

Pallamanna Road – Complete 

Maurice Road - Complete 
Schenscher Road 

Monarto Road 

Ferries McDonald Road (to Altmann Road) 

Brinkley Road 

Flagstaff Road 

Jarvis Road 

Hoadville Road 

Bow Hill Road (summer growing grass from Russel Road to Boundary Road) 

Boundary Road 

Kepa Road (NRM may be doing this one) 

 

The Natural Resources SA Murray Darling Basin were approached on Boxthorn control and 

their response is provided within the response to Cr Thorley refer item 170.2 of this Agenda. 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
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170.4 CR SCHUBERT AND CR THORLEY - PROPOSED TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PFEIFFER 

ROAD/FLAGSTAFF ROAD  

Author Matt James 

 

  

 

Could Council Administration provide advice in relation to proposed traffic management 

improvements relating to vehicle movements in the vicinity of the Pfeiffer Road/ Flagstaff 

Road intersection. 

Answer 

 

Flagstaff and Pfeiffer Road are located south of Murray Bridge and provide both direct and 

indirect access to agricultural operations, intensive animal keeping, large industrial 

operations (Big River Pork, Ingham’s) and waste management facilities (Brinkley Landfill, SA 

Water Treatment Plant). 

 

Flagstaff Road 

 

Flagstaff Road was constructed and sealed in 2003 and has a Rural Collector classification 

in accordance with Councils Road Management Hierarchy. It provides direct access to the 

Ingham’s Feed Mill and Big River Pork, as well as numerous Pig and Chicken Farm 

operations. A significant proportion of vehicle movement on Flagstaff Road occur between 

the junction with Jervois Road and the southern driveway of Big River Pork.  

 

Flagstaff Road has been identified as a Road of Regional Significance regarding the 

movement of freight as part of the 2030 Murray and Mallee Regional Transport Plan and is 

therefore eligible to be funded through third parties programs such as the Special Local 

Roads Program or National Heavy Vehicle Safety and Productivity Program. 

 

Following the intensification of Agribusiness operations in the Flagstaff precinct, such as 

those listed above, the condition of Flagstaff Road has significantly deteriorated, as the 

initial design did not take into consideration the significant freight movements currently 

experienced.  

 

Through this intensification, Flagstaff Road will continue to deteriorate and will require 

intervention in the near future to ensure a safe and trafficable carriage way is provided to 

the community. In its current condition, Flagstaff Road marginally serves Performance Based 

Standards (PBS) vehicles class 2A for vehicle length equal or less than 26m. 

 

Council administration is currently developing a tender package to undertake a detailed 

geometric and structural design to ensure Flagstaff Road is adequate to serve Performance 

Based Standards (PBS) vehicles Class 2 Type 1 road train up to 36.5m (including B-Double, A-

Double, AB Triple & Quad), as well as Performance Base Standards (PBS) vehicle Class 3A up 

to 36.5m. 

 

By having a “shovel ready” design and cost estimate, it will enable Council to seek funding 

from third parties and reduce the financial burden required to upgrade Flagstaff Road to 

support industry. 

 

Pfeiffer Road 

 

Pfeiffer Road is an open surface, sheeted road classified as Rural Minor in accordance with 

Councils Road Management Hierarchy. The existing pavement was constructed in 1996 
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however has received significant maintenance in recent years as a result of increased 

traffic accessing the Brinkley Landfill and Transfer station site. 

 

Pfeiffer Road also provides direct access to a commercial limestone quarry and more 

recently has experienced significant construction traffic generated by the development of 

the new Murray Bridge Waste Water Treatment Plant. While the current level of traffic on 

Pfeiffer Road is higher than usual as a result or construction activity, it is not expected to 

continue into the future.  

 

Pfeiffer Road is not considered a road of regional significance nor has it been identified as a 

priority for network expansion based and therefore any upgrade will need to be funded 

through Councils own source funding. 

 

The junction of Pfeiffer Road and Flagstaff Road will be upgraded with any future works 

undertaken on Flagstaff Road and ongoing maintenance of the unsealed section of Pfeiffer 

Road will continue until it is due for re-sheeting in 2021-22. 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
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170.5 CR FRED TOOGOOD - FRESH FRENZY PROGRAM UPDATE  

Author Reginald Budarick 

 

  

Could Council be provided with an update on the Fresh Frenzy Program? 

Answer 

 

Funding of $13,000 from the Small Wins budget was provided for the Fresh Frenzy Program 

via a Council resolution on 13 May 2019, to support the delivery of the program to nine 

primary schools in the Rural City of Murray Bridge.  The program aims to create a school-

based nutrition program to encourage students to make nutritious snack food choices.  

 

An update was provided by the Fresh Frenzy Program Manager (Bianca Gazzola) on the 

following progress to date: 

 

During term 3 the Fresh Frenzy Program has been delivered at four local schools- Mypolonga 

Primary, Callington Primary, Jervois Primary and Tyndale Christian School. Four program 

sessions were delivered at each school over four consecutive weeks. The table below 

details the year level, number of participating students and session delivery dates at each 

school. 

School Year level Number of 

students 

Session delivery dates 

Mypolonga Primary School Year 6,7 students 31 23rd June, 30th June, 

6th Aug, 13th Aug. 

Callington Primary School Year 5,6,7 students 22 22nd Aug, 29th Aug, 

5th Sept, 12th Sept. 

Jervois Primary School Year 2,3 students 24 20th Aug, 27th Aug, 

3rd Sept, 10th Sept.  

Tyndale Christian School Year 7 students 12 6th Sept, 13th Sept, 

20th Sept, 27th Sept. 

 

Fresh Frenzy has been very well received by the four school. Schools are requesting Fresh 

Frenzy program delivery again in 2020. Each school is building upon Fresh Frenzy program 

outcomes to sustain healthy, wrapper free lunchboxes strategies. 

- At Mypolonga Primary school, Fresh Frenzy was complimentary to the school’s 

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program as well as the sustainability and 

recycling campaigns underway. The school was arranging a bees wax wraps 

workshop to be facilitated by local families to promote wrapper free lunchboxes.  

- Many Callington Primary School students reported making healthy changes as a 

result of participating in Fresh Frenzy. The school is exploring options to create a 

school garden and ways they can continue to promote healthy, wrapper free 

lunchboxes.  

- Jervois Primary School students set a class goal to reduce the number of recess time 

food wrappers to less than 22 wrappers. At the final Fresh Frenzy session, the total 

number of class food wrappers was 7 wrappers. The classroom teacher was amazed 

at the response and hopes to sustain the healthy foods packed in the lunchbox for 

the remainder of the year. 
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- Tyndale students especially enjoyed eating healthy foods and the final Fresh Frenzy 

session where they presented healthy food facts and facilitated a taste testing 

session with their Reception year level buddy class. 

Pre and post Fresh Frenzy program evaluation data is currently being collated and analysed 

for each school. Summary reports will be provided for each school.  

In Term 4, Fresh Frenzy will be delivered to Year 7 classes at North Primary School.   

The Program will be undertaken at the remaining schools over the coming months: 

 Fraser Park Primary School; 

 Murray Bridge South Primary School; 

 St Joseph’s Catholic School; 

 Unity Christian College. 

 

 

 
 

Attachments 

1⇩ .  Mypolonga Dips Attachment 

2⇩ .  Mypolonga Fruit Attachment 

3⇩ .  Mypolonga Muffins Attachment 

4⇩ .  Mypolonga Snacks Attachment 

5⇩ .  Mypolonga Vegetables Attachment 
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Attachment 1 Mypolonga Dips 
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Attachment 2 Mypolonga Fruit 
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Attachment 3 Mypolonga Muffins 
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Attachment 4 Mypolonga Snacks 
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Attachment 5 Mypolonga Vegetables 
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170.6 CR ANDREW BALTENSPERGER - HOMELESSNESS  

Author Andrew Baltensperger 

 

Could Council Administration advise our strategies, resources, activities and planning 

around assisting, supporting and liaising with people affected by Homelessness locally 

including appropriate relevant organisations and Authorities? 

Answer 

Council through the Murray Bridge Safe Taskforce advocates for and engages with service 

providers in relation to activities and planning to assist, support and liaise with people 

affected by homelessness.   Homelessness along with mental health, misuse of drugs & 

alcohol and family violence are key advocacy roles for the Taskforce. 

 

Within the Rural City of Murray Bridge, AC Care is the primary agency funded by DCS and 

auspiced by SAHA as its preferred Provider of Specialist Homelessness Service providing 

support to people who are homeless or at imminent risk of homelessness.   Services include:   

brokerage funds; crisis support, early intervention advice and information; homeless 

children’s support; outreach support; wait-list support; referral to other agencies; supported 

accommodation options.   AC Care work with other organisations within the community 

using a collaborative process of assessment, planning, facilitation and advocacy for options 

and services to meet an individual’s needs and provide non-judgemental and non-

discriminatory advice. 

 

AC Care also run the Reconnect community based intervention program for young people 

12 to 18 years who are homeless or at risk of homelessness and their families.  The program 

aims to help young people achieve family reconciliation and improve their level of 

engagement with work, education, training and the community.  The aim is that youth 

homelessness is avoided by early intervention practice modules. 

 

AC Care are also running an “Escaping the Elements” Project to address the expected 

increase in severe weather and natural disasters due to the impacts of climate change.  A 

study completed in 2016 by CQ University and the Australian Red Cross surveyed and 

identified the key impacts extreme weather has on people experiencing homelessness in 

Australia.  As a result of this nationwide, Red Cross is working with homelessness services to 

improve clients’ experience of accessing services by providing training and resources that 

would benefit the homeless community ie: extreme weather packs, local maps etc. 

 

AC Care are now working with local services and homeless community members in the 

region to seek their input in identifying what is needed for our communities. 

 

Actions that have been taken to date:  

 Red Cross are will be applying for grants and other donations by contacting local 

services such as Bunnings, Rotary Club etc  

 AC Care are working with Salvation Army to seek input from people who are currently 

experiencing or have previously experienced homelessness to share their knowledge 

of the local community and what would benefit them during extreme weather events.  

 SAHA is in support of the project  

 AC Care are also working on a 5.00-7.00 pm possible office open roster during extreme 

weather 

 AC Care are also organising some training for partnered organisations. 

 

Uniting Communities also operates the Homelessness Gateway Service, a 24/7 state-wide 

telephone service to assist with referrals to a specialist homelessness service for case 
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management support.  In addition, they can provide emergency support, as well as access 

to community services for people who are new arrivals to Australia. 

 

The Salvation Army in Murray Bridge provides emergency relief packages and financial 

counselling services that may assist people at risk of homelessness as well as Community 

Lunches and a Soup Kitchen. 

 

Murray Bridge Community Centre has dedicated facilities for showering and laundry of 

clothing for people in need and distribute food from the Community Garden and also 

bakery items donated to them by local businesses. Additionally the State Government has 

recently opened a ‘Safety Hub’ information and referral service at the Community Centre 

for women living with domestic violence. 

 

Centacare provides the Murray Mallee Adelaide Hills Domestic Violence Service, with 

offices located in Murray Bridge and outreach workers able to travel anywhere in the 

Murray Mallee, Coorong and Adelaide Hills regions. In May 2019, the State Government 

announced that it would increase services and crisis accommodation for women and 

children escaping domestic violence by April next year, with some of these crisis homes to 

be provided in the Murray Bridge area.   

 

In relation to Youth Homelessness, Council has been a member and sponsor of the working 

party to deliver a youth homelessness facility. SAHA, AC Care, Anglicare and Habitat for 

Humanity have recently signed an agreement where SAHA to provide a pair of 

maisonettes, which Habitat for Humanity will reconfigure as four 1 bedroom apartments  for 

young people experiencing homelessness to assist them to remain engaged in education or 

pathways to employment programs.  

 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil  

 

  



 

Council 

Monday 14 October, 2019 

Public Minutes 
818 

  

 

171. QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE   

 
Regulation 9 of the Local Government (Procedures at Meetings) Regulations 2013 – 

Questions 
(3) A member may ask a question without notice at a meeting. 

(4) The presiding member may allow the reply to a question without notice to be given at the 

next meeting. 

(5) A question without notice and the reply will not be entered in the minutes of the relevant 

meeting unless the members  

(6) The presiding member may rule that a question with or without notice not be answered if the 

presiding member considers that the question is vague, irrelevant, insulting or improper 

 

 Nil  
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172. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 

Section  83(5) of the Local Government Act states that the Chief Executive Officer 

may indicate on a document or report provided to members of the Council under 

subsection (4) (or on a separate notice) any information or matter contained in or 

arising from a document or report that may, if the Council so determines, be 

considered in confidence under Part 3, provided that the Chief Executive Officer 

at the same time specifies the basis on which an order could be made under that 

Part. 

 

Cr Schubert moved 

That: 

Pursuant to Section 90(2) of the Local Government Act 1999 the Council orders 

that all persons, except (Michael Sedgman, Chief Executive Officer;  Tim 

Vonderwall, General Manager Corporate Services, Heather Barclay General 

Manager Assets & Infrastructure; Kristen Manson, General Manager Community 

Development, Malcolm Downie, Manager City Assets, Brad Warncken Chief 

Finance Officer, Caroline Moffatt Senior Rates Officer, Jodie Hagger Rates Officer 

and  Ros Kruger, Executive Officer Minute Secretary) be excluded from 

attendance at the meeting held on 14 October 2019 for agenda item/s:  

 

172.1 SA WATER RECYCLED WATER SERVICES AGREEMENT 

This Council is satisfied that pursuant to Section 90(3) (b)(i) of the Local 

Government Act 1999, the information to be received, discussed or 

considered in relation to agenda item 172.1 is: 

(i) information the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to 

confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the council is 

conducting, or proposing to conduct, business, or to prejudice the 

commercial position of the council. 

 

172.2 RATES ARREARS UPDATE 

This Council is satisfied that pursuant to Section 90(3) (a) of the Local 

Government Act 1999, the information to be received, discussed or 

considered in relation to agenda item 172.2 is: 

(i) information the disclosure of which would involve the unreasonable 

disclosure of information concerning the personal affairs of any person 

(living or dead). 

 

172.3 REGIONAL ROWING FACILITIES AT STURT RESERVE 

This Council is satisfied that pursuant to Section 90(3) (b)(i), (b)(ii), (d)(i) and 

(d)(ii) of the Local Government Act 1999, the information to be received, 

discussed or considered in relation to agenda item 172.3 is: 

(i) information the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to 

confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the council is 

conducting, or proposing to conduct, business, or to prejudice the 

commercial position of the council; and 

(ii) information the disclosure of which would, on balance, be contrary to 
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the public interest; and 

(iii) commercial information of a confidential nature (not being a trade 

secret) the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to 

prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied the 

information, or to confer a commercial advantage on a third party; and 

(iv) commercial information of a confidential nature (not being a trade 

secret) the disclosure of which would, on balance, be contrary to the 

public interest. 

 

 

Seconded by Cr O'Brien and CARRIED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.25 pm 

 

 

Minutes taken as read and confirmed this day of 2019. 

 

 

 
…………………………………………… 
MAYOR 
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