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TURNING 50 years of age has certainly taken its toll on the iconic Murray Bridge Bunyip, 

currently out of action due to mechanical problems.   

Rural City of Murray Bridge Mayor Brenton Lewis said that it is an unfortunate timing.  

“Visitors to Sturt Reserve this long weekend will not be able to witness the Bunyip rising from 

its cave as the much loved attraction is enjoying some down-time to allow repairs,” he 

said. 

“The community recently celebrated the Bunyip’s 50th birthday at a special event 

organised by Council in liaison with the Ngarrindjeri Regional Authority.  The event 

included the launching and naming of a SES safety boat The Mulyawonk in recognition of 

the significant milestone.” 

The Murray Bridge Bunyip, or Mulyawonk as it’s known by local indigenous people, is a 

well-known feature of the riverfront that people come from far and wide to see.  

Generations of children have been scared watching the bunyip rise from the watery 

depths and roar, but there is also an important story behind it that honours Ngarrindjeri 

culture that remains relevant today. 

Ngarrindjeri tell the story of the Mulyawonk teaching children water safety and respect for 

the fish of the river and lakes.   

The Murray Bridge Bunyip was built by Dennis Newell, and commissioned by South 

Australian Premier of the day, Hon Don Dunstan, on 29 January 1972. 

Since that time the local attraction has undergone several renovations and improvements 

starting out as ‘Bert’ originally, before enjoying a brief time as ‘Bertha’ with a baby bunyip, 

and today as ‘Bertha’ alone.  

Council will work to ensure that the Bunyip/Mulyawonk will be back in service as soon as 

possible. 

For more information about the Bunyip visit www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au 

 

https://www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/discover/thingstoseeanddo/sturtreserve/thebunyip
https://www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/discover/thingstoseeanddo/sturtreserve/thebunyip
https://www.murraybridge.sa.gov.au/discover/events/event-calendar

